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1. Theme: Religious Dimensions of Confucianism
(1) Ron-Guey Chu, Academia Sinica
Neo-Confucianism and Taoism: Uneasy Bedfellows in Fukien
(2) Deborah A. Sommer, South Western University
Confucian Fertility Sacrifices
(3) Edward Y.]. Chung, University of Prince Edward Island
Meditation and Mind Cultivation in Yi T’oegye’s
Neo-Confucianism
(4) Cuong T. Nguyen, George Mason University
Neo-Confucian Attitude toward Myths in Medieval Vietnam
2. Theme: Mahayana Philosophies of Language
(1) John P. Keenan, Middlebury College
Mahayana Philosophies of Language: Two Basic Yogacara Texts
(2) Dan Lusthaus, University of Illinois, Urbana
Sound, Construction, Conditioning: The Ch’eng Wei-shih Lun on
Language
(3) José Ignacio Cabezén, Iliff School of Theology
On the Nature and Function of Language in Indo-Tibetan Buddhist
Thought
(4) Jacqueline Stone, Princeton University
“Not Mere Written Words”: Perspectives on the Language of the
Lotus Sitra in Medieval Japan
(5) Dennis E. Lishka, University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh
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Issues in a Rinzai Zen Theory of Language: Takuan’s Epitome of
Lao-tzu
3. Theme: The Buddhist Vinaya in China and Japan (Part I)
(1) John R. McRae, Cornell University
Tao-hsuan's Visions of Jetavana and the Ordination Platform Movement
in T’ang China
(2) David W. Chappell, University of Hawaii, Manoa
The Platform Sitra’s Formless Repentance in Comparative Perspective
(3) Timothy H. Barrett, University of London
The Lin-huai Ordination Scandal in Historical Perspective
4. Theme: Enlightenment and Cultivation in Korean son (zen) Buddhism
(1) Young-ho Kim, Inha University
In Search of the Origin and Archetype of the Argument over
Enlightenment
(2) Jae-ryong Shim, University of Toronto
A Critical Appraisal of “Sudden Enlightenment” and “Gradual
Cultivation”: A Historical Analysis
(3) Robert E. Buswell, Jr., University of California, Los Angeles
The Debate over Moderate and Radical Subitism in Chinul's Thought
(4) Woncheol Yun, State University of New York, Stony Brook
On the Historical Background of Ven. Songch’ol's Radical Subitism
(5) Sung-Bae Park, State University of New York, Stony Brook
On Ven. Songch’ol’'s Theory of Sudden Enlightenment and Sudden
Practice
5. Theme: Theravada Buddhism and the Idea of “Tradition”: Books, Relics,
Images
(1) Kevin M. Trainor, University of Vermont
Strategies of Authoritative Presence: Relice, Texts and Rituals in Sri
Lankan Theravada Buddhism

(2) Juliane Schober, Arizona State University
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The Mandalay Mahamuni Image: The Twin Miracle and Devotional
Practice in Contemporary Burmese Theravida Buddhism
(3) Donald Swearer, Swarthmore College
Hypostasizing the Buddha: Image Consecration in Northern Thailand
(4) Charles Hallisey, Harvard University
Books and Relics as Icons of Longevity
6. Theme: Humor and Japanese Religion
(1) Richard Gardner, Sophia University
Humor, Madness and Sacrament in Noh and Kyogen
(2) Kikkawa Shuhei, Tokushima Bunri University
The Function of Laughter in Japanese Religious Ritual
(3) William R. LaFleur, University of Pennsylvania
The Foul Made Funny: Jocular Buddhism in Medieval Japanese Art
7. Theme: Postmodernism and Japan
(1) Dale Wright, Occidental College
Tradition beyond Modernity: Nishitani’s Response to the Twentieth
Century
(2) Sandra Wawrytko, San Diego State University
Women and Religion in Postmodern Japan: The Call for a New Yakami
(3) Steven Heine, Pennsylvania State University
Ie-ism (“Sacred Familism”) and the Discourse of Postmodernism in
Relation to Nativism/Nationalism/Nihonism
(4) Kimiyo Murata-Soraci, University of Alabama
Nishitani/Heidegger/Derrida on Dif-ference
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