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B  ARATEERBIME (1)

Hu Yin’s “Recounting the Past in a Thousand Words”:
A Little History Primer Praised by Chu Hsi

# B # (Conrad Schirokauer)

Hu Yin’s thousand character primer was highly praised by Chu Hsi
and annotated by his disciple Huang Hao. Unlike earlier primers, this is
a chronological narrative account, in the form of paired four-character
couplets, of history from the beginning before there were people down into
the Sung. It is therefore worth our attention for what it reveals about
how Chu Hsi as well as Hu Yin would have history education begin and
about the basic historical framework they would etch into the memories
of young students.

Much of the resulting history is what we might expect: the periodization
by dynasties, the prominence of rulers and emperors and of traditional
stereotypes such as wise founders and loyal ministers, bad last rulers, evil
eunuches, scheming empresses. Other aspects may serve as -salutary
reminders of how different history appeared to the men of the Sung than
to us. These include the relative attention given various periods leaving
the impressions that two-thirds of what is worth knowing had transpired
by the end of the Chou and a portrait of Confucius emphasizing his heroic
qualities and his editing of the CWun-ch’iu. Further, the emphasis on
Tung Chung-shu and absence of any literary men (even Han Yii) suggests
an emphasis on Confucian activism while the glorification of the Ch’eng
brothers whose birth is ascribed to the superior ch’i of Mt. Sung is a
striking expression of faith in the cosmic dimension of Tao Hsueh.

Even if it has been a long time since the Chou, the young readers and
reciters live in an age of exceptional glory. Composed at a time when

that glory had been tarnished by loss of the north, the primer does not
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say whether the Sung, like earlier dynasties, will have a successful
restoration. While supplying models and counter-examples, principles and

lesson, it leaves open the door to the future.
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