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Congratulating Stephen Owen on a Glorious Retirement

[He] exhales clouds, inhales smoke, chanting poetry in Cambridge

Tang tones [in] North America — literary excellence manifesting

Like Ma Gu soothing irritation, [he turns to] Du Fu and Han Yu

Like Nong Yu and Xiao, [he enjoys] the match of paired phoenixes

Forty years of eloquence scatters students all over the world

A hundred thousand lines seeded by his pen, in English and Chinese

I thank him for collaborating with meon a literary history [of China]

and congratulate him on a glorious retirement, to find joy in his roaming.

Translated by: Yvonne Ye
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