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In Memory of Professor Liu Shu-hsien

(%3 72)
Yiu-ming Fung (Z&#Z80)"

In sum, a Confucian follower fully realizes that we are all finite
human beings, striving to work out the great potentiality given us as
an endowment from Heaven. We are in the area of diversity (fenshu),
but we aim at unity (liyi) as our regulative idea. In a world full of
conflicts and evils, our goal is creative creativity (shengsheng) and
comprehensive harmony (hexie). Is this not an impossible goal? We
must follow the example of Confucius who is said to be “one who
keeps working towards a goal the realization of which he knows to
be hopeless.”—Shu-hsien Liu, “Reflections on Globalization from a
Neo-Confucian Perspective” (JCP 38:1 [March 2011]: 116)

In the afternoon of 4™ June 2016, my wife and | had visited Professor Liu Shu-hsien
(2345t ) and his wife in their Taipei residence for saying farewell before we came back to
Hong Kong in summer. One of the topics we chatted was about the legend of the lady who
was loved by both Liang Sicheng (425 R ) and Jin Yuelin (4% ), two great scholars
and famous intellectuals in the last century. We all forgot the lady’s name even though we
tried to take few minutes to recall. But Professor Liu suddenly said: “She is Lin Huiyin (£
X)) As | remember, this is one of the several occasions that Professor Liu gave me an

impression of his quick response with clear mind. So, | was shocked and very sad to

* MR A AR S ASCER R S R R
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hear that Professor Liu passed away in the morning of 6" June 2016, two days after our
meeting.

The first time | met Professor Liu was in 1974 when | studied my MPhil degree in
the Department of Philosophy at the Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK). | think
it was the first time he came to Hong Kong for teaching and I was fortunate to be the first
student supervised by him. As | know, Confucianism, cultural philosophy and comparative
religious philosophy were his major research interests and achievements at that time. |
took his course on metaphysics in which he sometimes criticized some major analytic
philosophers’ view of anti-metaphysics. Since my thesis was about normative ethics and
analytical ethics with emphasis on the approach of analytic philosophy, it seems that he
might not agree with me to use analytic method to deal with both Confucian ethics and
Kantian ethics. Nevertheless, he not only gave me some very significant and insightful
suggestions to revise the draft of my thesis, but also expressed his tolerance to some of my
niggling points of view. In my memory, he always held his own principle very firmly and
never gave up his own view without good reasons, on the one hand, but he also tried to
tolerate views with different approach from his own, on the other. In this regard, | deeply
felt that he was really open-minded.

In 1984, Professor Liu recommended me to go to Singapore to be a research
fellow at the Institute of East Asian Philosophies when | graduated from CUHK with
a PhD degree. Later, |1 was fortunate to have a chance to come back to Hong Kong for
joining the Department of Philosophy of CUHK. In the following years | was working
in the Department under his leadership and had deep experience that he was not only an
outstanding educator but also a capable academic administrator. He always respected the
academic freedom of our colleagues. Each faculty member was entitled to manage his
syllabus and teaching content without being interfered. Even the academic program was
required to shift from four years to three years, he was capable to minimize the substantial
change in the old well-organized curriculum, i.e., to keep the old wine in the new bottle.

As we know, Professor Liu has strong faith in Confucianism and is one of the great
scholars of the third generation of contemporary Confucianism. His publications from

Zhu Xi (%E ) to Huang Zongxi ( #5%%¢ ), from cultural philosophy to global ethics,
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and from Chinese philosophy to Comparative religion, are well-known as the first-rate
philosophical works with originality and great impact in these fields. Here, | would like
to mention one thing which may indicate that his idea of “li-yi fen-shu” (¥—/3%% one
principle with different manifestations), which is a reconstruction of Zhu Xi’s old idea,
is well-received in the field. For example, Professor Liu’s idea of “li-yi,” as interpreted
by Michael P. Levine in his Pantheism: A Non-theistic Concept of Deity (London and
New York: Routledge, 1994), is not an entity, but an all-encompassing creative power or
principle which makes things created. Although Confucian idea of “li-yi” is not identical
with “God” in terms of Levine’s pantheist metaphysics, according to Levine, both cannot
be identified as merely an immanent cause of things, but as a creative power or principle.
So, under this framework, these two different characteristics of the ultimate concern of the
world can be understood as “one principle with two different manifestations.” Besides,
with this framework, we may have a common ground to make an inclusive rather than
exclusive dialogue in comparative studies of different moral and religious traditions. This
framework, | think, is definitely better than that of Karl Jaspers’ idea of “the breakthrough
of transcendence” in the so-called “axial age.” | think this also reflects Professor Liu’s
open-mindedness in his project of global ethics.

I must confess that 1 am not a follower of Professor Liu’s philosophy. However,
| appreciate very much his hard-working in promoting Confucian wisdom and faith in
terms of its significance and relevance to modern world. Moreover, his metaphysical idea
is interesting and provocative in enlarging the horizon and deepening the depth of our
thinking. | think many scholars of my generation and the young one have benefited from
learning his philosophical works, no matter they agree or disagree with his views.

Professor Liu contributed his whole life to teaching and research. As one of his
students, | feel that | owe him a great debt of gratitude for his enthusiastic and tireless
teaching; as one of the readers of his works, | also feel that | have been benefited from his
insightful and provocative thought. Now, we lost a great thinker and educator. But he will
be remembered forever.

Thank you to Professor Liu Shu-hsien, our unforgettable teacher!
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Dear Guoxiang,

Recently I am all right. I am grateful so many scholars contributed to the volume that

celebrates my eightieth birthday. It is appropriate that your article in English, the last

one in the volume, shows that my effort to present insight and wisdom of Chinese,

especially Confucian, philosophy is not ignored in the English circle.

With best regards,

Shu-hsien
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Dear Guoxiang,

I return to my office after the New Year holidays. Welcome the good news. You may

bring the new book to me in June.

Best wishes for you in Year of the Monkey.

Shu-hsien
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