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A New Study of Nie Shuangjiang’s Concept of “ Gewu wu
gonﬁi‘”

HO Wei-hsuan

As one of the most famous disciples of Wang Yangming, Nie Shuangjiang
did not pay his respects until two years after Wang’s death, and his “guiji theory,”
which was advocated after he was fifty years old, did not correspond with the other
interpretations of /iangzhi advanced by fellow students of Wang. In his theory, the term
gewu refers not to a particular method of self-cultivation, but rather is an adjective
describing the accomplishment of self-cultivation (gewu wu gongfir). Scholars have
analyzed the meaning of gewu wu gongfu deeply, and compared it to the concepts of
Wang and his followers. However, it is unclear how Nie incorporated this concept
into the structure of the Daxue. More generally, there is little clarity even for why and
how Nie put forward the idea of gewu wu gongfu itself. I here argue that Nie’s original
meaning of gewu was in fact a method of self-cultivation, one that was affected by
Wang. After putting forth gewu wu gongfu, Nie sought a theoretical basis from the
Daxue. Therefore, he emphasized the five sentences after “zhi zhi” (F1if) in the
Daxue, and insisted on connecting gewu and “jiagi, guozhi, tianxia ping” (375 ~
& ~ K TF). In conclusion, I consider that Nie was concerned about how to interpret
gewu following his contact with Wang, and the process of considering the concept of
gewu eventually yielded his guiji theory.

Keywords: Nie Shuangjiang Wang Yangming guiji gewu Daxue
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