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In all of us, even in good men, there is a lawless, wild-beast
nature, which peers out in sleep.
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“. .. where does this evil come from? Almost without exception, neo-Confucians all appeal to ¢i,

the vital force.” Huang, “[The Problem of Evil in] Neo-Confucianism,” p. 63.
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167 T submit that Zhu thinks selfishness (si as ‘selfish’) and all other symptoms of evil come from
one source: the misconception of moral principles through self-deception.” Zheng, “Self-

deception, Sincerity (Cheng) and Zhu Xi’s Last Word,” p. 358.
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172 «At one and the same time, the evil are aware of their evil and desperately trying to avoid the
awareness.” M. Scott Peck, People of the Lie: The Hope for Healing Human Evil (New York:
Touchstone, 1998), p. 76.

173 “The evil are ‘the people of the lie’, deceiving others as they also build layer upon layer of self-

deception.” Peck, p. 66.
17% Thomas Kubarych, “Self-Deception and Peck’s Analysis of Evil,” Philosophy, Psychiatry, &
Psychology 12.3 (Jan. 2005): 252.
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Hitlin, Moral Selves, Evil Selves: The Social Psychology of Conscience, pp. 26-30.

178 Kubarych, “Self-Deception and Peck’s Analysis of Evil,” pp. 250-253.
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Tsang, “Moral Rationalization and the Integration of Situational Factors and Psychological
Processes in Immoral Behavior,” pp. 39-43.
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181 Kubarych, “Self-Deception and Peck's Analysis of Evil,” 255.
182 Hitlin, Moral Selves, Evil Selves: The Social Psychology of Conscience, p. 134, 137.

183 Lacewing, “The Psychology of Evil: A Contribution from Psychoanalysis,” p. 121.

184 Hitlin, Moral Selves, Evil Selves: The Social Psychology of Conscience, p. 140.

185 “[E]vil is inevitably a permanent possibility for human beings. Our psychological structure is
such that we could not live or function, nor experience one of our most important sources of joy,
our loving relationships with others, without mental operations that equally ground our capacity
for evil.” Lacewing, “The Psychology of Evil: A Contribution from Psychoanalysis,” p. 126.
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192 «“Eyil is rather a perversion of morality; evil comes about in the effort to escape responsibility

and guilt, not in the absence of it.” Kubarych, “Self-Deception and Peck's Analysis of Evil,” p.
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196 «“Whereas the West approaches psychological self-deception through the psychodynamic theory
of contradictory drives, the Confucian tradition sees it as a problem of selfishness,” “. . . does not
depend on intensity of self-reflexivity or on the overcoming and containment of contradictions.”
Neville, “A Confucian Construction of a Self-Deceivable Self,” p. 215.
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207« every event is an inevitable consequence of the prior conditions and the natural laws.”
Shaun Nichols & Joshua Knobe, “Moral Responsibility and Determinism: The Cognitive Science

of Folk Intuitions,” Notis 41.4 (Dec. 2007): 663.
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208 Ja Bl A% T A %% : Ishtiyaque Haji, “Compatibilist Views of Freedom and Responsibility,” in

The Oxford Handbook of Free Will, ed. Robert Kane (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002),
pp. 202-228 °

209 Angela Smith, “Responsibility for Attitudes: Activity and Passivity in Mental Life,” Ethics 115.2
(Jan. 2005): 236-237.

210 Smith, p. 248.

211 Smith, pp. 242-246.

212« the kind of activity implied by our moral practices is not the activity of choice, but the

activity of evaluative judgment.” Smith, p. 237.
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214 Smith, 268.

215« the capacity to reflect on and revise their evaluative judgments in light of rational
considerations, they alone will qualify as responsible for their attitudes on this account.” Smith,
p. 256.

216 «“When we praise or criticize someone for an attitude it seems we are responding to something

about the content of that attitude and not to facts about its origin in a person’s prior voluntary

choices.” Smith, 251.

217« his bad character accounts for its badness. In this case, the only moral failing that can
justify us in disapproving of the agent, and in being disappointed and disgusted by him, is located
in his character rather than his will.” George Sher, “Blame for Traits,” Nois 35.1 (Mar. 2001):
156.

218 George Sher, “Out of Control,” Ethics 116.2 (Jan. 2006): 286-287.

219 George Sher, Who Knew? Responsibility without Awareness (New York: Oxford University
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Press, 2009), pp. 20-21.
20 gskpbyy c (RTFEHY 0 A 120 H3650
21 RFlArs > & 690 F 2291 °
22 R H3E 0 £ 590 B 1911 ©

223« agents need to be conscious of certain of their mental states in order to be (directly) morally

responsible for their actions.” Levy, Consciousness and Moral Responsibility, p. 34.

224 Sher, Who Knew? Responsibility without Awareness, p. 21.

225 Christine Korsgaard, Creating the Kingdom of Ends (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
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1996), p. 189.
226 «Kant is not very interested in praise and blame and seldom mentions them.” Korsgaard, p. 189.
“To hold someone responsible is to regard her as a person that is to say, as a free and equal
person, capable of acting both rationally and morally.” Korsgaard, Creating the Kingdom of
Ends, p. 189.
28 FYE: (RFHBIRR) > B 577-579 ¢
229 Levy, Consciousness and Moral Responsibility, pp. 102, 107.
230 Neil Levy & Tim Bayne, “Doing without Deliberation: Automatism, Automaticity, and Moral
Accountability,” International Review of Psychiatry 16.3 (Aug. 2004): 209. % & : Levy,
Consciousness and Moral Responsibility, pp. 71-72 ©

231 Levy & Bayne, 209.
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236 Kubarych, “Self-Deception and Peck's Analysis of Evil,” p. 248.
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The Sleeping Heart/Mind and Its Automatic Operation:
Zhu Xi on the Moral Psychology of Evil

CHAN Chi-keung

This paper extends the considerable scholarship on the concept of evil in
Zhu Xi’s philosophy to explore and revisit the origin of evil and the issue of moral
responsibility therein. There are three main arguments: 1) Zhu Xi’s theory of evil
consists of a bundle of concepts, in which all evidence points towards the materialistic
heart/mind as the crucial element of doing evil. 2) Although the unconscious,
automatic psychological mechanism of the human-heart/mind (ren xin) may facilitate
one’s mental health, its blind operation renders it prone to overwhelm the Dao-heart/
mind (dao xin), ultimately leading to self-deception. Currently, major developments
in contemporary moral psychology and the philosophy of consciousness provide
accessible clarifications for the relationship between self-deception and evil. 3) Since
Zhu Xi interprets heart-mind under the domain of material forces, his own explanation
of moral responsibility has been severely challenged. The emergence of new scientific
evidence helps us better understand the culpability of unconscious psychological
functions. As a result, self-deception could also be comprehended as a volitional act in
order for an individual to be morally responsible for its vices. Navigating through this
comparative and interdisciplinary perspective is vital to the effort to further clarify and
provide contemporary relevance to the unique contribution of Zhu Xi’s theory of evil.

Keywords: Zhu Xi  evil self-deception  unconscious  moral psychology
moral responsibility
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