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Dialectic Communion:

Mou Zongsan on the Concept of Communion in the

Thought of Zhou Dunyi and Zhang Zai

LIN Wei-chieh

Communion (gantong) is one of the most influential concepts in Confucian
metaphysics. As with the important concept of “ethos” (lunli), the key to understanding
communion is interactive thinking. This type of thinking believes that correspondences
exist between different dynamic units, and that these units can have an effect on one
another; thus, the cosmos and the human body mutually influence one another, as do
heaven and earth. Interactive thinking comprises two fundamental dynamic models:
the material correspondence model (where we see, for example, a correspondence
between yin and yang), and the moral communication model (where, for example,
dao is in communication with all of existence). The contemporary Neo-Confucian
Mou Zongsan’s main concern is with the latter model. This article examines Mou’s
dialectical thinking, especially his paradoxical ideas of communion. They are
communion of chengti (as found in the works of Zhou Dunyi) and of xuti (as found
in the works of Zhang Zai). For Zhou and Zhang, both chengti and xuti are aspects
of dao. The communion of dao and existence is unlimited with respect to the limited
communion between all things of the real world. Unlimited communion is the negation
of limited communion. For Mou, only through both negative unlimitedness and
affirmative limitedness of communion can the variation and creation of our world be
explained.

Keywords: dialectic paradox negation limited unlimited
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