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DIgEs: Ba st (1 75 2O BN R i B R S P i B AR TS A g 2 (384-
414)------ZERJGAE - JHE TR (549-623) FHHS iR M BAAS A AR R B BT
JRAEARERR - AR BT R FATEE Tl =Esy e
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D $EhEAERAMERAR SR AR RERE > 8 T+ Ko ERR
R (Divakara, 613-687) F7i%4941 =3 % o # % & (Richard Robinson) #&#5 A AZHMNE T
WEAK CAF—&E - FRI) F—M (ZHRBE) ARZAGT (h#ER#i) §
M FER  ARET AMGE BB FHNE AT A A o 4 A Richard Robinson, Early
Madhyamika in India and China (Madison: University of Wisconsin Press, 1967), pp. 162-173 °
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BATEEZHh AR EATEN ZH o Q AEFSTHAEE - HZHODH o (3) A
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BEFR—FHE ZH2R) (RT A 1976 F) > F232-241) © @178 BAT
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VA — B R o Bk BRGHAS > AL AT PR S 7454 A8 BT
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P PEER PR L BEBR R (I IREISERE (M5 & F VR RS RBUT B P B P G A o R
SCRRAT H B A 28 R R SR IRAS - s s R B B e B AR R
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Treatise School of Chinese Buddhism,” PhilPapers » #83k : https://philpapers.org/browse/the-
three-treatise-school-of-chinese-buddhism » # % B # : 2019 4 5 A 20 A
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Wisdom Publications, 2013), pp. 7-9 °
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0 phde BEAFAH : T (FEH) ORRF - BARRFZTERALARLTREN -
(Robinson, Early Madhyamika in India and China, p. 159) 5] A% & F PTi4 3% o
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T R HMH o J A Chien-hsing Ho, “Ontic Indeterminacy and Paradoxical Language:
A Philosophical Analysis of Sengzhao’s Linguistic Thought,” Dao: 4 Journal of Comparative
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32 Jan Westerhoff, “The Connection Between Ontology and Ethics in Madhyamaka Thought,” in
Moonpaths: Ethics and Emptiness, pp. 203-204. Paul Williams, Altruism and Reality: Studies in
the Philosophy of the Bodhicaryavatara (New York: Routledge, 1998), pp. 110-111.
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46 Peter Harvey, An Introduction to Buddhist Ethics: Foundations, Values, and Issues (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2000), p. 3.
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4 Kenneth K. Inada, “The Nature of Emptiness and Buddhist Ethics,” Chung-Hwa Buddhist

Journal 13.2 (May 2000): 255-275.

Amber Carpenter, “Aiming at Happiness, Aiming at Ultimate Truth,” in Moonpaths: Ethics and

Emptiness, pp. 24-27.
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The Ontology and Ethical Shift of Early Madhyamaka
Philosophy in China

YEN Wei-hung

This paper explores the ontology of early Madhyamaka philosophy in China,
and seeks to establish the possibility of deriving ethical implications from it. The
Chinese Madhyamika adopted the Indian Madhyamika standpoint that all phenomena
are inherently empty. Besides highlighting the theories of dependent origination, non-
self, the middle way and the two truths, they further placed special emphasis on non-
duality and the right view of non-attainment. From the (Madhyamaka) perspective
of the non-duality of self and non-self, I firstly argue that there is no contradiction
between conventional self and ultimate non-self, and on that basis, I seek to
demonstrate that non-self is in no way contradictory to the ethically engaged subject.
Then, based on the implications of non-attainment, I employ the structure of the two
truths to examine how the conventional self, through the ontology of emptiness, allows
for an understanding of all dharmas and furthermore, how this serves to deepen non-
attachment and enhance the subject’s ability to maintain an attitude of non-attainment
with respect to the self, others and the world. Apart from arousing the intention to
act, this attitude also causes a shift towards a certain ethical virtue, yet such a shift
is possible only by way of a continuous return to the ontology of emptiness. Whilst
approaching nirvana, the ethical practice of benefiting self and others similarly
revolves around the structure of returning to the ontology of emptiness and ethical
shift. This “ethical shift” is indeed a unique feature of the early Madhyamaka
philosophy in China.

Keywords: Early Madhyamaka philosophy of China  ontology = Buddhist ethics
non-self non-duality right view of non-attainment
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