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A Study of the Connection between LeZ Thinking and B
of Bi-xing: Investigating the Development of the Concept
from Bi in the Pre-Bi-xing Era to Bi-lei in the Han
Dynasty

CHEN Chiu-hung

This essay discusses the development of the overlapping relationship between
lei (associative) thinking and bi (comparison) of bi-xing (comparison and evocation).
The concept of bi-xing in the Han dynasty understanding of the “Six Forms of
Poetry” (liu shi) had become removed from the context of music education in the pre-
Qin period, and the concept of bi-xing in the Han “Six Principles of Poetry” (liu yi)
became influenced by the /ei thinking that prevailed at the time. Therefore, the content
of the concepts of bi and xing was mixed and xing was explained by the concept of
metaphor. If we refer to the historical development of /ei, we can see that there was a
development from /lei as a sacrifice in ancient times to /ei as a theoretical term in the
philosophy of categorization and correspondence in the pre-Qin period. Bi-lei was
one of the emerging terms of /ei and became one of the commonly used terms in this
period, from the pre-Qin to the Han dynasty. This phenomenon demonstrates that the
earlier bi was transformed from its original meaning into the bi of the Six Principles
of the Han dynasty, with latent elements of /ei thinking becoming more manifest.
This new concept of bi-xing would have a great influence on poetic theory in future
generations, which could also be said to be the influence of /ei thinking.

Keywords: poetic theory lei thinking  bi-xing  bi-lei  the Six Forms of Poetry
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