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Pratyaksa and the Poetics of Wang Fuzhi

CHEN Yong

In the course of writing his treatise Main Threads of Dharma Character ( {fH
A& ) ), Wang Fuzhi (1619-1692) introduced into Chinese poetics the concept of
pratyaksa. This concept, which was central to the Vijfianavada school of Buddhism,
states that both phenomena and consciousness originate from svalaksana (the
real). Wang Fuzhi’s poetic theory incorporates his definition of the three levels of
pratyaksa—namely, the Current, the Present, and Showing the Real. It can be used to
evaluate many specimens of actual poetic writing. It is also multifaceted; for instance,
it embraces the following viewpoints: a poet should write about the present scene and
make his/her description fit in with his/her own heart; a poet should describe what is
natural in the world; and the most outstanding poet is one who describes emotional
states that no one else has reached. The fact that Wang Fuzhi’s poetics emphasized
self-reflection probably has to do with the integration of Vijfianavada and the dharma-
nature toward the end of the Ming dynasty. The final goal of the pratyaksa of
Vijianavada is the universal-actual truth that is not-arising and non-perishing. Wang
Fuzhi’s poetics further emphasizes the endless vitality of nature.

Keywords: pratyaksa svartha-anumdana non-pramana  self-mind
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