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opinions to define the meaning of the Di sacrifice here. He refers to various classical texts and
tries to explain what the Di sacrifice was in order to integrate divergent passages that contain
the vocabulary into his creative interpretation of this ritual. As he makes clear in his ‘Theory
of the Di Sacrifice,” in Chunchu gojing, the research he conducted in order to understand this
complicated ritual began with the realization that Rites of Zhou does not introduce this seemingly
crucial Confucian ritual: ‘The character di does not appear even once in the six volumes of
Rites of Zhou, as though it is permissible for a great ritual to be missing in the classic. Is this
compatible with principle?’ (Chunzhu gojing 318b) In Chunchu gojing, his research resulted
in twelve separate articles on various aspects of the Di sacrifice, constituting one of the most
voluminous theoretical arguments on Confucian rituals during the Joseon dynasty. He was not
being boastful when he said, ‘Details are in my Chunchu gojing; a redundant explanation is
unnecessary.” He seems to have been satisfied with his findings, and he did not forget to display
his confidence in his theory by saying, ‘Unfortunately, for the past two thousand years, there has
been no one who recognized the ritual as the Di sacrifice.” It is true that Dasan’s theory, which
is listed in ‘Overview of Original Meanings,’ is inventive.” Hongkyung Kim, The Analects of
Dasan, Volume 1: A Korean Syncretic Reading, pp. 180-181.
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Subversion and Reconstruction: Jeong Yak-yong and His
Attempt to Replace the Jizo and D7 Sacrifices of Zheng

Xuan

HSU Tzu-pin

This paper is a critical re-examination of Jeong Yak-yang’s theory of sacrifice.
Jeong Yak-yong (1762-1836), better known as Dasan, was a highly influential
Confucian scholar who lived in Korea during the Joseon period. Dasan argued that
Zheng Xuan (127-200), the noted Han-dynasty Confucian scholar, had been mistaken
in his attempts at reconstructing the ancient sacrificial system. Dasan pointed out that
whereas Zheng Xuan had based his sacrificial views on the Three Books of Rites,
the Spring and Autumn Annals, and the apocryphal works (chenwei), the work that
he should have consulted was the Zhouli, which Dasan felt had far greater authority.
Furthermore, according to Dasan, Zheng Xuan focused on the jiao X[ and di fifi
sacrifices, when in fact he should have looked more closely at the kui f& sacrifice.
Thus, as can be seen, Dasan not only criticized Zheng Xuan’s theory of sacrifice, he
also attempted to put a new one in its place. After examining the reasoning and sources
used by Dasan, this paper concludes that Dasan made a valiant effort to overturn
Zheng Xuan’s sacrificial theories, but in the end he was unsuccessful: his theories are
in fact speculative and far-fetched. Nevertheless, Dasan’s views deserve to be studied
closely, for they prompt us to revisit and reinterpret classical texts. Indeed, scholars
have recently begun to pay more attention to Dasan’s views on sacrifices. Hongkyung
Kim, for example, has just published an English translation and commentary on Dasan,
under the title The Analects of Dasan: A Korean Syncretic Reading. This paper can be
seen as yet a further attempt to help us better understand the work of Dasan.

Keywords: Dasan Jeong Yak-yong Zheng Xuan
Zhouli  Jiao-sacrifice  Di-sacrifice  Kui-sacrifice
The Three Orders of Grand Sacrificial Music
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