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“Concealment of the Offences of Kin”, Justice and the

Moral Dilemma in Confucian Ethics
WANG Qingjie

“Concealment of the Offences of Kin” (gin gin xiangyin) is a well-known
dilemma of Confucian ethics and justice. I first clarify briefly both ancient and modern
discussions on this topic in the history of Chinese thought, and then I suggest a new
reading of the word yin in Confucius’s Analects, i.e., not only as “concealment”
(yincang), but also as “feeling of a deep pain” (yin tong). Based on this new reading, |
argue that in the case of “the kin obligation of concealment between father and son,”
the Confucian concept of justice or uprightness (z4i) lies not only in the concealment,
but more importantly, in-between the conduct of concealment and the deep moral
feeling of pain. This very feeling of the pain shows a typical moral dilemma in
Confucian ethics and this dilemma reveals the complexity of Confucian ethics. It
indicates that Confucian ethics does not simply aim to be, as many once thought,
rules of actions or a practical “manual” of our moral, social, and political activities in
everyday life. Rather, by recognizing its own finite nature and limitation in real life
practice, Confucian ethics focuses more on moral character building and cultivation. Its
effect on real life should be indirect, long-term, and exemplarily formative rather than
direct, short-run, and categorically normative.

Keywords: Concealment of the Offences of Kin  pain  justice moral dilemma
Confucian ethics

-62-



RAAIE > R ME F a2 T 8y i 1E R

BalEHE

FoehE o CERIETEM) I hEEEE > 1986 4F -

Falva o (GRaE) TEUBIHERE ) BEE — WamBE T - SR EHE2k) - (ILE
FII) 2007 4F55 1 H] >  93-98

FHE : (FEmERARE— TEJ B TR 28 - CHiTH T 2014 455 8 B » H 79-
88 °

K (UEBEHAEE) - I hHEEEF > 19834 ¢

FIEIE  GEREARTHL (ffifRAS) ) - B - LS iRt - 1996 4

FEE - Guab o) - A - ZRCCEHIRE - 1998 4

MFEE > ALRZEEIER : CBKAEMIER) > B REEFE AR - 1990 £ -

T s TRRFR > FRAR) RFIREFRE) - &R o RAELE © hitps:/
whatwenoted.blogspot.com/2015/06/blog-post_24.html » #&Z8 HHEH - 2017 £ 6 A 22H -

B L - (RRGHEPIRE) - 2% - WILBE R - 2004 4 -

s R 2 Ay o o s BB R - 2011 FF

_ s CIEAEIRGR Y - SRR BSOLBTR ARSI o b SETRANET RS IR
it > 2014 4 -

BREEA: : (ROER - fIEFBd NG —— Gmah) TR BHRE) - [ FERATHOCEH
Rt - 2010 4

AEHERR = C GRaB) am TEL ) - CEEREIAZE) B 171> 1995 6 H » H 1-15¢

2o - TEDBIMRE ) B EERE) o dUAT : hBIARAKER M > BIH]

HEME: (WSR2 TRRl FHiw) - CIUEFEBOREFEH) 2007 55 3 ] > H 54-57 ©

s O B TE Y - MEEERE— AL FRRAERS TEAGEE) ) » (HEH)

FE) 2007 FEE8 11 ] » H 12-18
IS - A~ 1R B BUBIHRRAU A B E ) - QARSI - HBNEH 2 g
@H) 2911 2016 6 H > EH 153-199

RERSHE - GmaBERE) - dtal : FEEET - 1990 £ o

Hfag - Gmagant) o Jbat s PEEESE - 1980 4 o

Bk s () Grag) PHEE S SOMEBIEE) - GEEEARRE) (TRt ari B
2009 55 1 1] - H 22-26 °

SRR RKmBEATHLP) - HEE - EEERERHAE - 2010 £ o

Bl Y o WA KIUESETIRIMR) - 2L SEREAHEHIEEE 5 1967 F

BlEE - GmaBiEF) - tat: PEEE)T - 1986 4 ©

Foot, Philippa. Virtues and Vices, and Other Essays in Moral Philosophy. Oxford: Basil Blackwell,
1978.

N

it

Gadamer, Hans-Georg. Truth and Method. Second, revised edition. Trans. Joel Weinsheimer and
Donald G. Marshall. New York: Continuum, 1993.

-63-



FELYHREF AR+

Mill, John Stuart. Utilitarianism. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing Company, 1979.
Plato. Euthyphro. Trans. G.M.A. Grube. In Plato: Complete Works. Ed. John M. Cooper. Indianapolis:

Hackett Publishing Company, 1997.
Williams, Bernard. Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,

1985.

_64-



