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Jeon Woo (Ganjae) on the Four Buddings and Seven
Feelings

LEE Ming-huei

The debate over the “four buddings” and “seven feelings” is the most important
intellectual dispute in the history of Korean Confucianism. It lasted for over five
hundred years. The main points of contention involved in this debate are contained in
the arguments advanced by Yi Toegye Z%3E72 and Yi Yulgok ZXEEXY. As a follower of
Yi Yulgok, Jeon Woo [H & adhered to Yi Yulgok’s interpretation of the “four buddings”
and “seven feelings” and criticized Yi Toegye’s interpretation of these issues. Jeon
Woo, like Yi Yulgok, insisted on: 1) the non-activity of /i 2#; 2) the homogeneity of the
“four buddings” and “seven feelings”; and 3) the thesis that “gi 5g, issues and /i directs
it”. For this reason, Jeon Woo put forward the thesis that “/i is dominant and ¢i is
submissive”, instead of Yi Toegye’s thesis that “/i issues and g¢i follows it”. In addition,
Jeon Woo asserted that Yi Toegye had changed his position regarding the problem of
the “four buddings” and “seven feelings” in his later years, with a view to reconciling
the theoretical differences between the positions of Yi Toegye and Yi Yulgok. However,
this assertion cannot be philologically or theoretically justified.

Keywords: Jeon Woo  YiToegye YiYulgok four buddings and seven feelings
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