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The Zuozhuan in ]i Ben’s Chungiu sikao (Private Studies
of the Chungin)

LIU De-ming

Ji Ben was one of Wang Yangming’s students, but his academic style was very
different from that of other disciples. Ji Ben put great emphasis on the classics, and he
annotated many of them, including the Yijing, the Shijing, the Chungiu, and the Four
Books. The Chungiu sikao (Private Studies of the Chungiu) expresses his views on the
Chungiu (Springs and Autumns Classic). Since Ji Ben did not adopt the commentary of
the Zuozhuan (Zuo’s Commentary on the Springs and Autumns Classic), most scholars
have strongly criticized him. Thus, they have underestimated the value of this book,
resulting in a lack of critical research on it. In this essay, I use the Chungiu sikao's
criticisms of the Zuozhuan to investigate Ji Ben’s unique use of the writing protocols
in the Chungiu. 1 explain how Ji Ben develops an “argument from silence” out of the
Chungiu s practice of “not recorded”, and I explore Ji Ben’s method of distinguishing
the true from the false in history. Thus, I argue that instead of being sophistry, some
odd decisions made by Ji Ben are the result of a certain attitude of respecting the
classics. I also discuss the limitations of Ji Ben’s theory and its significance in the
history of research on Chungiu.

Keywords: Ming Dynasty Ji Ben Chungiu sikao  argument from silence
respecting the classics
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