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The Shift in the Mentality of the Han Literati in the
Early Qing Dynasty and Its Influence on Tendencies of
Shi- and Ci-Poetry: An
Examination of Erudition and Literature in the

Eighteenth Year of Emperor Kangxi (1679)
WANG Lijian

The strategy of Manchu rulers in their early reign was to transform violence and
repression into cultural reconstruction. This strategy was proved successful when the
“Examination of Erudition and Literature” was held in the eighteenth year of Emperor
Kangxi (1679). The purpose of the examination was not only to attract talents and to
win popular support, but, more importantly, to legitimize the Qing dynasty. As foreign
rulers of Central China, the Qing government had an obligation to seek legitimacy to
keep stable control. Meanwhile, ethnic Han literati were institutionalized as loyalists to
recognize the new legal orthodoxy, and they were consequently prompted to shift their
mentality and identity. The situation influenced tendencies of shi- and ci-poetry in three
main aspects: First, the idea that literature would excel in adversity was refashioned
into the idea that it would excel in prosperity. Secondly, glorification and praise were
to replace critiques of reality. Thirdly, sparkling imperial diction took the place of the
style of brooding melancholy.

Keywords: early Qing dynasty  mentality of ethnic Han literati
the 18" year of Emperor Kangxi (1679)
Examination of Erudition and Literature
the tendencies of shi- and ci-poetry
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