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Interpreting the Principle of Z7 and $/7 in He Xiu’s
Gongyang

GAO Jiyi

He Xiu demonstrated the principle of zi (a personal name) and shi (a family
name) in his commentary on the Gongyang classic. The key of the principle of zi is the
usage of the tentative name (gie zi), and the key of the principle of ski is that the zi of
the grandfather was taken as the shi of the grandson. The tentative name is also called
“crown-name” (guan zi). The crown-name should not be used as a salutation by itself.
Instead, it should be added with another word to show the addressee’s rank. Therefore,
the crown-name is also the tentative name. The fact that the zi of the grandfather was
taken as the shi of the grandson was exclusively for the descendants of the ministers.
With zi on the basis of the grandfather and shi on the basis of the grandson, shi was
granted by the king at that time. With the above knowledge, it is possible to verify the
previous demonstration and distinguish between the Gongyang and the Zuozhuan or
Guliang. Furthermore, it helps to understand the principle behind the personal name
and family name in ancient times.

Keywords: Gongyang He Xiu personal and family names
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