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The Liizu quanshu zhengzong:
The History of the Jueyuan Altar of Beijing and the Cult
of its Liizu Tianxian Lineage during the Qing Dynasty

LAI Chi Tim

The Liizu quanshu zhengzong (Complete Works of the Orthodox Lineage of
the Patriarch Lii ) in 17 volumes was compiled between the seventh and the tenth year
(1802-1805) of the Jiaqing reign by devotees of the Jueyuan Altar, which they founded
in the capital.

The present study is based on the Otani edition of the Quanshu zhengzong,
and it enquires into the origin of this book, its compilation process, its aims and
other related problems. This study of the Quanshu zhengzong will contribute to the
understanding of the historical features of the Jueyuan Altar guided by Jiang Yupu
during the Jiaqing period, of the cult of Liizu performed by its Tianxin Jindan School
and of the practice of spirit-writing at the altar itself. This was just one of many spirit-
writing altars dedicated to the cult of Liizu and operating during the Qing dynasty,
among which we find the Bailong jingshe in Piling (modern Changzhou), affiliated
with the Jingming School, and the Hansan Palace of Jiangxia County, that printed
the first Liizu quanshu. To clarify such a complex religious landscape, this study also
relies on what can be expressed as “a special transmission outside mainline teachings”
(jiaowai biechuan), such as the Jinhua zongzhi, comparing the differences between the
Jueyuan Altar of Beijing and the other coeval altars in order to point out the specific
contributions of the former to the tradition and development of Liizu’s spirit-writing
cults of the Qing dynasty.

Keywords: Liizu quanshu zhengzong  Jueyuan Altar

spirit-writing altars of the Qing dynasty  cult of Liizu
Tianxin School Inner alchemy jindan
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