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The Roaming Subject

YANG Rur-bin

You (to roam/play), a key concept of Zhuangzi, often occurs with such concepts
as xin (mind), ¢i and shen (spirit). Sometimes it is combined with words related to
the idea of freedom. The subject of Zhuangzi can be understood as a body-qi subject,
which can also be a “roaming subject,” a higher form of subjectivity. The roaming
subject is free from cognition and relativity. The concept of “roaming subject” has
three dimensions. First, it is a non-dual and appreciating subjectivity. The roaming
subject co-exists with the world; the subject and the world surround and interact with
each other. Second, the mundane world is where human beings and things co-exist.
Things in the human world (renjian shi) are not only natural items: they are embedded
with the “heavenly principles” (tianli). The roaming subject recognizes the heavenly
principles therein and interacts with them; this is what Zhuangzi calls “the mind roams
with things.” This transforms the ontological status of both the subject and things. The
third dimension reveals the dilemma of the subject in the human world: the roaming
subject is faced with fate and coincidence; is bound to interact with other human
beings; and cannot escape from ethical responsibility. When the subject transforms into
an ethical subject, the roaming stops. Nevertheless, Zhuangzi suggests that one can still
roam in spirit (tianyou).

Keywords: Zhuangzi roaming transformation body-gi subject roam with things
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