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1% % 75 & (Anexcannp IMymkun, 1799-1837) £% B {2 4 (Eecenuii Onecun, J< 3%

232 Hugh McLean, Handbook of Russian Literature, ed. Victor Terras (New Haven and London:

Yale University Press, 1985), pp. 454-55.

Ellen Chances, “The Superfluous Man in Russian Literature,” The Routledge Companion to

Russian Literature, ed. Neil Cornwell (London and New York: Routledge, 2001), p. 111;

Malcolm V. Jones and Robin Feuer Miller eds., The Cambridge Companion to The Classic

Russian Novel (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998), pp. 193-201; JlumepamypHoiii

SHYuUKIONneoudeckull cioeaps, noa pen. B. M. Koxxesuukosa u [1. A. Hukonaesa (M: CoBeTckas

sumukitonenust, 1987), C. 204; boavwas coserckaa suyukionequa bBCO, 1970-1977, (M.:

Hosgsrit auck, 2003).

PEERl4] (PRI F LR - RBRLR R e P B R (AR I B ARAE 5 1999
)0 B 1291320

BB HE (AR ETE L) (Fk  FARHARAE 1993 F) 0 B 145-153

236 4% B 3% 35 “BonbLoil roBopyH—ILIOX0it pabotys” F & b A2 R 7 3 X 3% & “The greatest

talkers are always least doers” °
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27 McLean, p. 454.

% Ibid.

29 (% RIFMY (Tepoii nawezo epemenu > 3% A Hero of Our Time, 1839-1841) # 3. f o
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M (F42HBh £ UMY (Bpames Kapavasoswr > %3% The Brothers Karamazov, 1881)
I

M (K F 1 Fa Y (Botina umup » 3% War and Peace, 1865-1869) L% —12 £ A o

MO (F AR B Y (Harama Ne 6 » 338 Ward Six, 1892) #1 £ A4 o

(% 85 A4 (Jlumsme momn > 33 The Superfluous Men, 1886) 89 £ A4 o

% Chances, “The Superfluous Man in Russian Literature,” pp. 111-122.
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B0 % £k KBRS H 4o McLean #2 Chances » #F 3 7k sb3h 25 o

PLHAFGHEAERARRRESOYE LAENFL2E DT EMAB M
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33 1. C. Typrenes, ‘Tamner u Jou-Kuxot’, [lonnoe cobpanue couunenui u nucem (M.: Hayka,
1980), . 5.
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Symbolizing and Dramatizing “the Self™:
“Superfluous Man” and “Superfluous Words” in the
Prose of Qu Qiubai

CHEN Hsiang-yin

This paper explores the theme of “superfluous men” in Qu Qiubai’s oeuvre,
particularly in his posthumous work “Superfluous Words.” It argues that the “antinomies”
of Qu’s inner self are embedded in his “Superfluous Words,” and that symbolizing and
dramatizing the self are distinctive features of his works.

It includes an examination of the Chinese, Russian, English and Japanese studies of
Qu Qiubai to trace the Russian origin of the term “superfluous men,” enumerates its
literary types in world literature, and investigates its influence on Qu’s prose and political
essays. It shows how Qu employs the term, types and theme as a simile, metaphor, or
instrument in his works—especially in his “Chinese Superfluous Man,” “Little Zhuge”
(Wise Advisor), and “Superfluous Words”—in order to illuminate, conceal, symbolize, or
occasionally dramatize his political situation and psychological condition in different
stages.

The first part of the paper reveals how Qu was influenced by nineteenth-century
Russian literature in his first visit to Russia, demonstrating that Qu identifies himself with
Turgenev’s protagonists—Qu appears as a superfluous hero in his diary. A comparative
analysis of Qu’s “Chinese Superfluous Man” and Turgenev’s Rudin is conducted in light of
different backgrounds of the authors. The second part of the paper turns to the impact that
rising Stalinism had on Qu’s political career in his second visit to Moscow, analysing how
Qu was forced to apply the term, category and theme of “superfluous man.” In this period,
Qu’s works are comprised of a plurality of codes, and Qu portrays himself in different
personae for different purposes. Based on the ideas of the “target reader” and
“intertextuality” in Qu’s last works, the final section of this paper attempts to settle the
disputes surrounding Qu’s “Superfluous Words.”

Keywords: Chinese and Russian comparative literature  superfluous man
“Superfluous Words” Qu Qiubai Turgenev Rudin Stalin Lu Xun
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