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The Phenomenology of Qi by Zhuangzi

CHUNG Chen-yu

This article tries to synthesize the metaphysical viewpoint of gi developed by Yang
Ru-bing and Chan Wing-cheuk, and the concepts of world and body developed by
Heidegger and Fink, in order to establish a phenomenology of ¢i according to Zhuangzi
and further to modernize the theory of ¢i in Chinese philosophy. Finally we can undertake
transcultural dialogue about the phenomenology of world, phenomenology of body and
phenomenology of transformation.

Scholars usually divide discussions of Zhuangzi’s theory of ¢i into four aspects, from
the perspectives of ontology, cosmology, mind-nature, and self-cultivation. But such
distinctions belong to Western metaphysical tradition and are not suitable for contemporary
academic orientation. In my treatment, the phenomenological concept of “world” covers
metaphysical ontology and cosmology; the concept of “body” covers mind-nature and self-
cultivation. In accordance with the phenomenological point of view, the concepts of world
and body lie before the duality of subject and object, and are not the metaphysical concept
of world and body. Qi can unify the two sides and is the world-body. A phenomenology of
qi can open up dialogues with phenomenology on many issues, such as consciousness
(Husserl), world (Heidegger, Fink), body (Merleau-Ponty), the other (Deleuze), self-
affection (Michel Henry) and transformation (Elberfeld).

Keywords: Qi Zhuangzi phenomenology
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