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Observing the World Imagination of the Novels in the
Late Qing from a Literary Perspective

GUAN Kean Fung

Literature in the late Qing consisted of a spatial narrative different from the tradition
in the acceptance and interpretation of the new world view. Being a part of the time
structure, novels of the late Qing were integrated with the contexts of “world” history,
geography, politics, and culture so as to present the narrative with the new world view.
This study first discusses how the novels in the late Qing propagated the trend of World
through literary contexts. Furthermore, this study focuses on the novel materials in the late
Qing to observe the authors transferring the writing rules, images, and scenes into the
features of Fantasy World and changing them from a ghostly and mystical literary tradition
to a new Conceptual Map drawn and measured by maps, instruments, systems, science,
and politics. From the aspect of Paradigm Change, this study then discusses the authors in
the late Qing who changed the traditional flight ideas by combining the elements from
distinct contexts of geography, adventure, and implements to develop the new paradigm of
Far-Distance Travel. Finally, this study points out that World discourses provided the
novelists in the late Qing with th e viewing angle for self-comparison, and placed China
into the World coordinates with the extreme scenes of Doom Day and Coming Day to
“discover” the position of China.

Keywords: late Qing new world view new novel paradigm conceptual map
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