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Publication and Lawsuit:
Research on the Compilation Process and Creative
Intention of Yu Xiangdou’'s Detective-Style Novel as
Seen through the Late-Ming Publication Culture

LIN Kuei-ju

Yu Xiangdou published a detective-style novel Lianming gong'an in 1598 that was
totally different from Bao gong’an, and later on wrote Zhusi gong’ an as the continuation of
Lianming gong’ an. There are alarge number of legal statements and verdict papers in both
of them, in addition to law clauses interwoven with the development of the story plot
describing painstaking investigations; the author contended in the preface that real justice
could be revealed only when corruption is dissipated. Why did Yu Xiangdou write this
preface? And why did he make such a change in the framework of the detective novel genre?
In this article | will answer these questions by first discussing the correlation between the
situation of litigation and the popularity of detective-style fiction in the Ming dynasty. Next,
I will analyze the framework and contents of both Lianming gong’an and Zhusi gong’ an.
Then, using published law books and encyclopedias from the same period, | will analyze
the close relationships between book publishing by booksellers, and the development of
detective-style novels. Finally, | will explore the commercial motives behind the records of
crime.

Keywords:. detective-stylenovels Yu Xiangdou Lianminggong'an Zhusi gong'an
encyclopediasfor daily use lawsuits
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