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The Poctics of Sovereignty: On Emperor Taizong of the Tang Dynasty. By Jack W.
Chen. Cambridge, MA: Harvard Asia Center, 2010. Pp. xvii+445.

WEEIE 0 b th KB RIEES U S A A

FERBIESE b > S5 K ERFEE ) o] DIER S V8 - M DRERS
HHi LR EE A - AR PRIV R EA — ARl - HEE
EiiE - AEWERE AT LSRR E R - (HR/EE RS F - DI ERR
FEHIGIREFFRAGR A ZEFE R > KRAIRHEAE IR R T O AR
It FERRIIRFAAE SRS E— T ANESE © 2RI > AERIRHAR o - HAERE
PR E2 - FEAROR E ATR (G — T A BORAOZE - B - e RILTTA
AR T BAEARA P S RIS R » 7238 B b > A RIS RE RS AL - {H
FIFgE ANFRIRE » Ko —MIER A £ > B — AR = - 5
BI T RRERE - 0/ THEBIZIR) - @k —(IERREAE £ - AR ER AL
B » {E7EFIREZRE S AT - TSR IR - SRR - B R
FRRF 2 SRS - PR TR SR ATERURR 2 I - R B AL R R EAEL
IR SR © BRFfUaHER TR - SORAER TSR ~ SUERIEE /Y
BEHLMBE 2 MINAERR I IR - EAE T  LEENENE
Bl BB R ] - BRSSO - B8 SR R = A A A
RIS -

£ CRERFIVEEFE) & - (EERFMRILMEL - ABNE BB
HORHRET T S AL - TR RS ASRAN] LLESCEME I RELMAIHEG - 2t
S R DR SR e SR L PR SR B (RE SR T 04T » BRI s a2 B CLAYBH

-299-



FERITFRER HE=TAM

BIER o (EE R ARG R R AR E R R BRI EA & N - B ARTE
TR EEE H O R RMER » P EHE R B - #1152 - R iEac
BECORMOR - AR » EEEERITRF > IR L g — g
KFERNLURTTEEG 2R HEE — A LRI IE -

ERERAR » KR E 7 —ERIRIRIE T « K o KosiYEE - MK
S BLA) O B0 B 388 o 1) B A S BB IRAR - AR - HAE B S B
bt mafil (CHER) & —UbEEF Oz EEEETRRE ST
U > 7 ERURFEA A AT RE A A Iz AU LB BUR TR » 2RI - IEAIPEE Frfe
i) B AR - ENSEIRENE - MEEE 5 CRIMER - HCRIERE
FAEFHE - KIL > B ER R0 - KB L5 2@ b+
IREEHIHIRY > W2 BHRINFEE - MERFYGEEA ST E - HE—DH - 75T
FPIE LA ALrUFE » BEEF AR IR ZOR RN - 55—J71H - 7 ERS R A
f)7 ~ BWREEREIRTIE A  AlFER R (DR ) REZZEETER
AN > RESE—EAE & F > RAARIAKE R LR RS E ERI AR AT - {F
BERFHIFR » HER S B EmHFE AR E — 5 2R - hiEE
FI ST A EFEF A L EIRHTE » S2 5 T3 A GRS KA -

SCERERER R 2 E] TS S HUEMGET RS SE R
B A E b SRR > BRI SR RS RE T - IR e A SRS
VERRB LML E » DL TEHE ) RRYE » iz s SR A P RO A EURS

(FEEE bR FMEREEERACIEAS ~ FRERIVEFAFE) o [ -

B SRR SCRIN G TR LRI » AR TR ) AAeamift:
B o JERRIIBLS > (ERAM A R se PRI B R R I S8R > AR DL 2 1
HUOR A R SRR R SR IR © S — 7T » RS ERR CH HAE T LARTRE S
B ESCERE A R B AE IR A - AN 7SR E SRR IREED T -
TEE BRI IE RS ERr2am A - MR 1 b4 A s B a s i) 2
AP EIREERE - thEER 1R AE SO TR B A SRR AI R TEAE S L Ao R
e

eELSLE B = (FEKFEIUHMIG) (Reading the Reign of Tang
Taizong (.626-649)) > LL (&fHZE) ~ CHESH) ~ (End%) S piaE
RRHIECERT CRFFRIRERETE) ~ (HBBED) @178 > B EEFEAK
FERIAHIRIL » DURKFEA NEEEH A AEERIER > FATURSR Befa ir 28

-300-

-



Z 3F Reviews

(P aR U BRER > DUR T XTI AR ) BORAYE S T - EREMEENR » K
TR LB T H - AL T HDIEmEE . - KE DR Ak
B FRIBRCFELH > BOREEHZAMBEF TEHHF - AE TEZM
o ROFRAORERRE THoL femm - Haslil% 7El : TEE Kmnh
sl i NRBZER AR S o K EHERRISHIBUE - Bl TR ER
2 A S B e N T R B
fEAES  (EERHAEERRAE SRS THBZ R FEERZE - mfE

B TERIVEE SR - BT A - SEABEM S NS RA BTN
REL > MIRSERIBA R AL IR i » R8> BUEBE ] 1 TEPE 5 1 (scene
of instruction) —¢f (H 35) » fiE S HEN A RACEEH A - Al TRGEE
KB NEBR— KR LR ERAEH IR 5L E R SCR ERIEY -

FEPSYS S ARKETEHTE RMERRL  BEHEE LG RENHE > &7
LA M ERHTRE - #aa)gha - BB [ GRS RIS TR ENR 5
o MEE L B Kot E—(AEEENE A E 7 LISE R B SRR AT
% o B RKEIUES » BUFGUEHEE T TSR - BRI G > [
T—HAERERIRIE o EIRKE IR R L B PR AT RERURE AN S B S
T Bt o H 5T B S AR R o E A A SR B - thEng g
—EMERTETE

1 T E HI A R D ER R R AR - 758 — % (BHRHEH) (On

Sovereignty and Representation) 1 » {FEEHIKFEEEEHRIESR » MERE
B THa55E A - R 1t B CRUEARS © #uR)EER - KRS R B L
JERIERMAVEA AN < i@ —FE el 7 B E P BIE L FRERT - N5
B RSE FA ARHE E W ER R ¢ 218 - ¥ERGE M IVER BB FERTREE
f) Ceg) B Cridi) - WAERRDE RSB R EHIPES » E1T 7 BHRPRET -

FE ) FUESRAEREHIE R SRE B o @R — R IR A RRE - (EE R
T HBFERIRLAGHE (body natural) F17 FFTARIVBIZKEHE (body politic) [
RS o B FREBIGKEHEINE. O - EREFESEEE e THE . Bd A AR
22 ER R - BRMIEREL > TEREMUERLE » BEIRLIE - Hi
mE%) (H79 518 CEEBE) ) - WIS =R - KRFNEEE L[
NS B AR - WIERASEAEATE) | - EADRAEHR o JCHAESC TR
X -

-301-



FERITHFRER HE=TAM

B = Ehtn - MEE SRR © ILEATR - Wt 1R R A
SCERELBURRARHUEERT - YIBBHISCRE (fF - 228) - (L) - (BFX
Fr) - B CBER - FS0) 0 E I (469-530) HUAREE (MtEkim) o DURFESC
RS B SR R R o IEERFAILIE DR (FEE) ~ (F
) CCEET) DERFEAR N SCRRE R D » 7rr R o F1 8 SRR
i o PRHERSRIOIRC » SCERBLE MR 2 TR BR (R B AT (U R - SCERAER
FEMERERIRE R TR E B E ] - VIRV BRSO E T - 508G R
i e P AU E B ~ S BR —HOIR DA SR, » REASEE » 0 7 RSH
HEN (5 (EER) - fBHRR 2 DMERS & E iR R R eI ERD
PR - (RN AE B e - R T IS B CAERBOG A S
FIELBL > W REEBRA =2 IR A BRI RO E bk — (T DL A B S B
RERUEE -

FHIIRE - IR TG A AN SRR 2 7 REMFE SR IR -
Mm#ETEFIRTE (MEsam) - BDELEE MR UREN LS CREE) - IE
NBIREFICACE R - A B B AT TSSO ER 2 FiltaT - B
PRELZ A B ( TRBAL RARFER Gk » [N iAr B Ay 338 » St
BAT IR IEEUEGE ) o WHE TRLACCERE MR ) © #AERR - U R AE
SHEFEIVERVEEGR - AEM S TR raeE Uit (B 118) - e ERE
— 1) T S SR o {520 7 o W 3 S ER BB B AR T B - DL DA b R
30 SR mEE REEENE - BE B> ABEEWEEH - BIeA 70 m
MR LA S TESULRLBNSCER A AN &ES) (B 118) - 1B
FMAREAC I A T30 G > BRI BERERIAE - mH - &
—EEH » EACRE S LRI E R B ] e R RS K EE - A
LI R AR AL AR S B e s S RIS RIS EERUS A B - B MEE—
AR BRI (Pt a) - SOATHE o) — A AR A S0 e B B o [
A B R » BRI - R S P B E 4 AT
ALTTHIE R L o PERRAOESE » FEILAM—R THIRSE £ - BTy R %
HNS o KRR REARE Em A > KB TR ~ TR
51 RN AP S LA P RS AR » AT R ] R
Ak o MARHPRIRAE T =R - BHEACGE ) fUFRER - DIPRDRPERKER DL
LA~ TIEZRAG ) - B ERHEEE BRI RSO RS tER thE

-302-



Z 3F Reviews

Ao

YR (R EEFE{E) (The Writing of Imperial Poetry in Medieval
China) » fRR 7 RS ARR SCERE 2 » JRBIE R £ AR(ER  B0E (F
TEFFRE ) (The Signficance of Court Poetry) ° BT iR BRI IRER © TEE
WER > (EERL 7 —(EF R EREEREE: - TRRAE SRR - WAL
AR 2 B - R ERRRE] » FRIER A SOR » v DI B £/ B 8
G (H 190) ° fEEFRE - I r e i e - N T1E)
[& - FEHRAER ARG T » FFHHAIAS R 7 BB A - (Rl e 2 - G
SRR R RS AL+ 1T RS AT AR T H AT AR 28 SR T T DU PR AR R 1R
MERRGHIRERV B ) (H 212) o Pl AR B A SRBHIR AU RIS B E — 3k
RGEA el - (HANSRER R AU EFREEER 2 A0 RAE S E R TR
TR P A RS B HIAE A » TSP MR — A R R - FERSRHEE B T
SRZUAIAE R - HORJEEER - K53 B R E AR Eaia iHIn 2 T BotErT
R - BRMAEPEG B OENE LIRS  EEaEFwETE 2 R
() o i8R AT —(EE TN ZAE -

18 A R R AR — SEEERHE 2R - SBURAET S Tl AEEET
KR P AR ERr R EERT - NI 7 — (i fEaiR A BRAURER - (EE S
IR N B s m i ~ AT - BOCHE L - eI =0FF AN B (REAT
L SO A A ~ BRI E ) ~ JERART  BEIGAT o AERRRT R AT RIBR AR IR
it » R FrERHUREIR O B A AR (ds) - Rulriny (TLrEFE) - f
BREEER (EBIRETL) - (FETRH (WGEE) R —] DA E B A AL
ZIRHIEHE - HAGIEME AL 1 - RaArRy (TLRFE) A2 B R E RIS
B FRERAFT &R £5F o £ GLRFF) —&FT > BiE  THEGNRE —
EVE = g ) TR EAB S SRR G KR L2 &R (B’
177) e

BUpE (E& ¥ (TLRFR) HUE ERREEMRE - BN ER —RF TR O b
PR EF T EMD BUFERE L MERIEHEE R G RTR) > T NS e ) - B
PR AVE TR = A - IRIAE (OCstioesg) & TR —fF Tilidky - EfS

MR NEE L BEMERY THY (RERER) TREmAMERZ : TEREETA
RERT - SRZEEL > R ANERMT - ) ELEH CBRERER) F - TRRZRE
EE Tz 20y > s TR ERSOEEL  REFFSEEN - PALSE

-303-



FERITHFRER HE=TAM

Pres - PR E S Bk o 0 B LT BT THAS) ZitmE DET
AL )T ELEICHCENVERE - L9 > FEE] (L) NE = TH
B PSR o FAMTRE] DUEE E T B R B PR E AR - e b
PRI 2 = BT -

18 FH —EE ARIRRER « RS A AT SZ AR A ERHER - A TR
ERWESCERE ERIER ] BMATEAEZIE RHUZRE - MR Thase) JBR -
AE U OIE BRI - AEB(EL Lo maias TRk - DI IR E R
FEREA AR AL o AT R RS E T R R R
& o R ATREBIRE R AR E R LR MBI n] LB EINZ 152 - AR (e
K> BRVBIFRRT - WEBE T LET R AL 2 AR - ANE (BHER)
EATEORIGRERER: - (EF) PEGHRE - GEH) MESEE TH
{TREM 2 fErEfE CERERMmME A R E) - Dk (8 (FLTIES)
FOAE) o AU o @ SEFH N T e R S BRI - RO
R TR E BT ) MRS RE - EMTE R ERE S E RIS PG
RN KBESCER) ~ CCEHFAMD) d1 o LIRS ERF VIR TR RIS 2
1 Lataa iR BB - R ETR i A 1 R R IERL A B G - AEREZ AT
sl ERFIIRFR » & LR R R R i E R —

FEBF SRR - EETERE RN « AERLEA T ERER
PSRRI - R — B A G R - IR A Fo T AR 2SR
IR - BkPIRE AR S g E ML) - RAMmEEREERNMEES - 85N

MEOGHIBR] - BoR 7 — M TRERPSYIAS S MRS AEEE) (H 227) -
SR » ARAIEEE MR ERAIRY - P =R EIGKERER (8 HEiFH
Kk IR BARYIRER —8) - A —ERE » AT

GkE) -~ RTMAEE —ERF - BREE LR IEE  E BT
Vil JkGa - (HE T REM RS AR RSB S i A B RS FHEIR N RE LU
iz ChA— L G - FUEEEY) - B TG R AU RE 1K -
EEET RGN > AP EERE > EEEEEREAR T8E) - mEAE
BffEeE (RN T - G T RERN TR > PeEE [ EH A
& THAEMT Rz - @R T R - e O A A
J& o TERRAATAR IR » BRI RERUERIY) - I b > B R k&
NIRRT RERRE 29 » AARGE R m i IH R IR A St Tk - SCfelbk

-304-



Z 3F Reviews

TR LA o

AEHNENHEE AR E B ZRRE— =58 - DUCE MR RR
& R B A BERBUE LR EAE R o 5/ FaW 1 E
JCHRE THRY & —CHEETESERRIL » DURIESCER RS R e 3535 - iR LI
Kor (HREZR) FIOERS - (&) MK 7O THRZEH ) ruEeE
BT - Bt ISR » RS EEE - INEERNERERET LE
MR R TIREE -

Mz ) EEHs N B E R R R A rUlEr (als) & - B
WM 2 » AERSLURSRIUETRIGRS e =BT (el ( GRelR) Rk —
EHIER - TEAZLE TR - RE7TRREERETE20) -
(EREMFES 7 — (S A (B SULEEST » T H LA BB TR A HIRU
SURIRIIRSE - BhEtHar (B 7R 2R SOR IR - S EMER sl AR(EERE
ST AT LRF 2 INTER - Al REERG SCA AT AR 2R 3 2 g U FEA (o 3
R H=ir s - Rl  iAda A HIEREM PR, - R (B3F) BIR
fg TEROHEE - BRERE - aJER R - BILSE5# - W GRsE - T
By T8 ARFREEE - IR DU AR 235 RBHmAIE £ - HEf
EERR - i) (AR RE) E—fE: TEE58H  ES=HK) - =
PEIRRRIMEA L - FURSRFFEAL T RIFHUZ I -

PEETRL  KEHY (i) BERB SN wiRaAR  (HFER AR 7
SRR RS > FRIEREE ERE R B T B (R 2 E
i 7 TEFE 8 HURSEESR (H 375-376) © HAAJGEHT » EAriHas EE M A
FrRECH (BE) AR HRAVERETRE 1 EY o KEIUE - HURENSH
HRBeREE s - (HEEBOAE EM - RHREIIHIBGE & E b - EAHEA
B o NES TRl e (AR R K FERE 5 SR ATSRIIEE ST - TIRE S BT A S B
HHIZ EER  EERR 7 B R 3 A4 BE M 2R AT SO » Ko3H (it
R HE ] DB B i TR S — R NS EREL 1w TR A58 -
Dtk 3 B A A T IRIER T - BRRAGIE - FEACRIRY - RAERAIME AL -
BUE & 73 BEFENEE T A B REZE T » NMEE P RBURH EE T - THAER
B IR R CL _EEDR R 1%  MEE RS R REH R - R A R T 18]
JEEESCERRIALBGRINZ A2 88 - S A 7SO ER—E2EH - MERE T
SCERSR M ERR ot SC{L SR R SE B 72 B SRR 3 -

-305-



FPEXEHRET F=+HAM

Manifest in Words, Written on Paper: Producing and Circulating Poetry in Tang
Dynasty China. By Christopher M. B. Nugent. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Asia Center, 2011. Pp. x+341.

Severina Balabanova, tkn#| 3 & 3 2 K2 Bl L2+

This monograph by Prof. Christopher M. B. Nugent identifies and explores an
important subject — the production, the textual circulation and the change in manuscript
poetic texts in Tang dynasty China. It is divided into five parts: introduction,
conclusion, appendix, works cited and index.

The point of departure for the author is the concern with the difference between
how Tang poetry was “composed, experienced, and transmitted” (p. 1), Tang poetry we
actually read today, and what implications this fact has for the field of literary criticism.
According to the author, unless we situate Tang poems in their “particular cultural and
material contexts” in which they were composed and circulated, we run the risk of not
being completely able to judge their value and meaning. These concerns are further
strengthened by the fact that, unlike Western philological tradition, scholarship on Tang
literature has not yet fully elaborated methods and theories regarding manuscripts and
orally-based material (p. 4), and Tang poetry-related studies on the subject are brief
with only a few exceptions (p. 2). Thus justified, this monograph proposes to make
a contribution from an important perspective. Altogether, throughout this balanced
and clearly structured monograph, the author’s propositions are sound, the arguments
are derived from well-chosen primary sources, and the conclusions open the door to
a re-consideration of some established notions on how we perceive and analyze Tang
poetry.

In the introductory part the author points out the goal of the study in several
places — “to redirect our attention to the original contexts of poetry during the Tang and
shed new light on questions of materiality and authorial control in particular” (p. 4), “to
shed light on the material lives that poems led during the Tang period, from their initial
oral or written instantiation through often the lengthy and twisted paths of circulation”
(p. 15). In pursuit of this goal, he concentrates on how people in the Tang composed
poetry and how the poetry reached people, the main discussion, therefore, begins on
questions of materiality and process (p. 15). In order to achieve this purpose the author
makes use of a variety of sources — “official histories, poems, Tang prefaces to Tang
collections and poems, and anecdote collections from both the Tang and Song.” (p. 23).
In this part on pages 4-11 he also reviews some Western textual criticism scholarship
(approaches and methods) on ways to deal with “European texts before the (Western)
age of print” (p. 4) in the hope that the lessons learned from this scholarship could be
applied to the study of the production and circulation of poetry in the Chinese case.
Although the cultural background behind medieval European manuscripts differs
from that in Tang China, “the technology of manuscript productions and the realities
of hand-copied texts resulted in a number of important similarities” (p. 14) which
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presupposes the possibility of applying these methods to reading and studying Tang
poetry. In the introductory part the author also gives an outline of the content of the
each chapters (pp. 18-22) and the limitations of his study (pp. 22-26).

Chapter one is devoted to the examination of poetic manuscripts — of the
longest remaining Tang poem “Qinfu yin” Z&Fl5 (“Lament for the Lady of Qin”)
by Wei Zhuang E it (836-910) and of some shorter poems by the poet Gao Shi 53
(716-765) that have survived and reached us through the Dunhuang version. Through
a careful and elaborate analysis of the variations in them the author’s purpose is set
at reconstructing a way in which Tang poems were possibly created and changed in
the process of circulation. The analysis in this part is complemented by the appendix
(pp. 297-309) which consists of a systematization of the eleven types of variations in
different versions of “Qinfu yin” manuscripts. This first chapter could be read together
with the appendix. The attention in this chapter is directed towards the materiality rather
than the content of the poetic works, towards the life of these poems as specific material
objects, not as intellectual products. The chapter itself is subdivided into several parts.
The author begins by examining several manuscripts in order to discuss the dates and
the copyists of the “Qinfu yin” and reaches the conclusion that there are substantial
variations between most of them (p. 38). He then proceeds to analyze the formal
variations between sets of manuscripts (pp. 39-48). The scholar meticulously describes
the physical characteristics of the manuscripts — sizes, calligraphy styles, punctuation
variants, as well as the text marks, and corrections. He argues that these differences
define different reading experiences (p. 46) and that they are also an indication of the
reasons why the manuscripts were copied (p. 47). After this preliminary descriptive
part in order to show how the texts changed over time, the author examines in detail
the types of variations in the manuscripts of the poem by comparing pairs of texts.
The following discussion includes an explanation about the variations, and also
some suppositions as to their meaning in the circulation process. I find this part to be
particularly useful and inspiring, as it also imagines possible “connections between
variants, whether they exist through sound, shape, or meaning” (p. 58) which in itself
helps us to have a more precise idea of the actual process of copying and transmission
of the texts. In the last part of the chapter the author discusses six shorter works of the
High Tang poet Gao Shi, all preserved in two copies in the Dunhuang manuscripts.
Here the author follows the same analytic pattern as for “Qinfu yin”. The excellent
achievements of the chapter in introducing a process of altering, correction and
circulation of a given literary work could perhaps be enhanced if “Qinfu yin” as well as
Gao Shi’s six pairs of poems were translated wholly in the appendix. In addition, this
part of the research would gain more clarity if a few more examples for the variants
in Category 3 (pp. 55-56) (graphically similar but with different pronunciation) were
provided, as this category appears to be a frequent and complicated one. One of the
hopes the author stated in the introduction, that the findings of the monograph could
relate to the ways scholars of religion approach Tang materials (p. 23), I would suppose
that a brief reference to, for example, some similar copying and translational practices
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in the initial stage of the spread of Buddhism could be a useful connection to an almost
identical practice. This practice, although in a religious context and with a slightly
different nature, also included two main stages of textual “transmission” — oral and
written' as the ones the author identifies in his study. We indeed read a reference to
the changing of religious scriptures and borrowing between Taoist and Buddhist texts
mentioned in the conclusion (pp. 286-287) but it would be more inspiring if it were
touched on in the first chapter, especially on page 58 where the author distinguishes
between the two general categories of transmission — memorial/oral and written — and
starts to address these categories based on a number of variation types.

Chapter two is dedicated to what, how and why the poems people in Tang
China memorized. The author argues about the importance of memorization, linking
it to his topic about the circulation of poetry and how memorizing can in reality alter
a poem (p. 73). The chapter is further divided into several sections — extraordinary
memory, ordinary memory, methods of memorization, limitations and the connection
between memorization and poetic circulation. The author sets out to follow a tradition
of memorizing texts, starting with examples of extraordinary memory from Eastern
Han through the Six Dynasties. In this part, particularly praiseworthy is the scope of
examples which come from a variety of genres including accounts from a number of
sources — from dynastic histories to poems to anecdotes from short story collections
(for example, Hou Han shu 147532 “History of the Later Han”, Jiu Tang shu B
& “Old Tang History”, Han Yu’s “Three Encomiums on Three Worthies of the Later
Han” $4VE — B8 =1, Sui Tang jiahua [&fE5% a5 “Beautiful Talk of the Sui and
Tang”, Da Tang xinyu KfEHTEE “New Words from the Great Tang”, Minghuang
zalu B B5E5% “Miscellaneous Records of the Brilliant Emperor”, Tang yulin [E&E
FR “Forest of Words from the Tang”). These examples being instances of rare talent in
memorizing, in the next part of the chapter the author provides more arguments on how
memorization was a part of the life of the educated people during the Tang. He gives an
account of what they memorized — not only the texts for exams but also poetic works
and texts outside the scope of the canon. We learn that except for the purpose of exams,
the other reasons were setting to memory for pure enjoyment, argumentation and
interaction, and internalization. Discussing the methods of memorizing, in the next part
the author describes examples which help us to gain an insight into how this process
occurred in practice. He argues that such methods can be found in the structure of the
text itself, rhyme, content (these features referring especially to primers such as Qianzi
wen T-F3Z by the 6"-century author Zhou Xingsi [&Billfii] and Meng giu 5%3K) (pp.
99-100). Another wide-spread method of memorization was repetition (both reciting
and copying) where the author also makes an insightful distinction between methods
of memorizing practices in medieval Europe and China. In the part on the limitations
and accuracy of memory (pp. 106-117) he argues while memorizing skills were tested

! See for example Erik Ziircher, The Buddhist Conquest of China: The Spread and
Adaptation of Buddhism in Early Medieval China, 3" ed. (Leiden: Brill, 2007), p. 31.
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in the context of exams, these skills were also part of the way to interact with a text
in a broader sense, came into use in the process of composing, and did not imply (or
require) an exact reproduction of a text (p. 107, 114). Finally, the author discusses the
connection between memory and the circulation of poetry, showing that verse was in
fact one of the easiest types of texts to memorize due to its characteristics, such as the
structure, thyme and parallelism (pp. 117-125).

The discussion on memory and ways of memorization in chapter two leads
to a study the orality in Tang poetic culture in chapter three. The author starts with
discussing the notions of oral literature applied by scholars to European cultures,
emphasizing on how they suggest that orality was associated with illiteracy (citing
Lord, p. 127), and others who argue that the oral and the written could not be that
easily differentiated (citing Finnegan, 127). According to him, in the Chinese literary
culture the oral and the written process went together without the one excluding the
other, and that “the oral and the written were not, in any meaningful sense, in conflict
in the Tang” (p. 175) which he contends to be the result of an aesthetic choice typical
for that culture (p. 134). Beginning from this supposition, the author examines orality
in Tang poetry by describing a process of composition, circulation and performance of
poetry in the Tang, and finishes the chapter with a discussion of what this reality meant
for authorial control and therefore, for possible transformation of poetic texts. Through
pages 142 to 153 the author analyzes two aspects of composition of poetry: spontaneity
and response to an emotional and moral stimulus, as two often cited characteristics for
poetry. What I find particularly noteworthy in this case is the fact that he connects these
aspects to orality, and despite the scarcity of surviving sources, to explain the degree,
nature and meaning of oral composition in the Tang, based on a number of poems and
poem titles. In the part on oral circulation of poetry (pp. 153-167) the study is focused
on the audience (circulation within family and circle of friends, or even the highest
strata of society as an expression of a poet’s popularity), the commercial markets for
poetry which both benefitted and stimulated the oral circulation, and finally concludes
with what the oral transmission implies for the control over a poetic work on the part
of its author. The value of this chapter, in addition to its balanced organization and
well-argued discussion points, is that it provides a point of view on what the oral
composition, transmission and even selling of poetic works in the Tang was like — it
ultimately led to a change in the texts themselves to which Tang authors did not always
object. A complex process of creating and altering of poetry is thus described which
was an important part of and contribution to certain aspects of Tang cultural reality.

The next chapter is a continuation of the discussion on the composition,
transmission and change which Tang poetry underwent, but from the perspective
of its written form. The author follows the same structure used to analyze the same
phenomena as when studying orality in Tang poetry. In his view the importance of
written composition does not diminish the significance, or the existence at the same
time, of orality in the process of writing (p. 183). In order to come as close as possible
to the role writing played in the composition of poetry, he starts with an examination
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of a number of instances where there is a description of a compositional process.
Despite the scarcity of records dating from the beginning of the dynasty which could
possibly allow us to trace such a process, the author studies the nature of writing,
arguing for two different notions of it which he justifies by organizing the available
material in two parts — “Spontaneity and Performance” (pp. 184-189) and “Writing as
Artistic Effort” (pp. 189-192). While in oral composition orality is the process itself,
the author observes that in writing there is a “disjunction between inspiration and the
final work of art that writing allows” (p. 192). In this case, he sees writing as “a point
of mediation between inspiration and expression” and thus defines one important
feature of writing which distinguishes it from the oral composing of poetry. In the part
of the chapter where the author discusses written circulation, which he defines as “any
examples of texts circulating in written form” (p. 193) he distinguishes between several
types of transmission of written poems — sending poems (pp. 195-199), inscribing
poems (pp. 199-214), and their market circulation (pp. 214-221). By a careful analysis
of each types he provides valuable insights about the nature, scope and meaning of the
circulation of poems in a written form in its various manifestations — as objects sent to
others, as inscriptions or as commodities. In all of these cases the author pays attention
to and investigates the role of the materiality of the poems which mattered in the whole
process of transmission and in some cases helped certain poems to survive. In addition,
he also examines the different sides of the process of transmission, thus accentuating
the social aspect of such a process and on how this reflects the quality and the content
of the poems. In the final part of this chapter (pp. 221-235) the author delineates two
methods of circulating poetry in its written form — transmitting one single copy and
making multiple copies of a single poem. In this case again he analyzes the purpose
of copying and the nature of the parties involved in the transmission process, as these
aspects result in specific consequences as to the degree to which the poems were
altered. In the cases where the poet himself makes the alterations and corrections we
also learn what implications this fact had for the process of composition itself, and
what more important is how this fact could and should influence our ideas of a “final”
form of a poem.

The fifth and last chapter focuses on the process of collecting, editing and
copying poems into individual literary collections. It analyzes the sources for the
poems in such collections, showing how some of them survived by chance before its
print, when numerous copies of the same poem were not in existence, thus enhancing
the possibility of variations. Thus, the process of compilation implied growing
distance between the literary work and the writer. With several examples the author
demonstrates how poems from the Early and High Tang period could be scattered and
lost for a number of reasons including the writer’s lack of interest to preserve them
or his self-critical attitude towards his own poetry leading him to destroy it (not clear
what is meant by this highlighted part; does it mean that the writer was responsible
for his poems being scattered and lost? If so, perhaps the wording could be changed
to “including the writer’s own inaction (or carelessness, or lack of interest...etc.), but
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also because of historical events (pp. 239-243). While this fact renders the retrieving
of poems from that time was a difficult task, in later Mid- and Late Tang period the
survival of poems was fortunately more common. During this time poets themselves
had the habit of keeping copies of their works which could diminish the possibility
of them being lost altogether. Still, despite this fact, compliers during this later time
also had to face difficulties when compiling a poet’s collection, including judging the
numerous sources which poems came from. The analysis follows further the actual
process of editing and copying, demonstrating how the literary pieces underwent
change while being collected — from the criteria at the initial stage of choosing the
poems to include in the collection to correspond to the compliers’ own views, to the
variety of sources they were collected from and the editorial changes that were done —
in all these cases we are convinced that the compiling process during this time
preserved valuable poetic material but it also left out a portion of it, and that also very
often the poems ultimately included in such collections were actually altered in the
process of copying and transmitting (pp. 248-258). Moving on to the subject of the
roles individual collections played in Tang literary culture, the author identifies several
of them which are connected to the very materiality of the poems as physical objects —
they came into existence as a result of the writers’ concern to ensure the safety of
their own poems, sometimes even keeping them away from possible readers; they
also served to preserve the poetic works by compilers who wanted to ensure their
subsequent dissemination and circulation to a wider audience; they were an expression
of the need to pass on copies of one’s own works to one’s descendents, and they also
represented an important source for anthologies which would continue to transmit Tang
poetry in later periods. In the closing section of this part the author provides insights
to questions of authorship and ownership, these roles of individual collections entail.
While being strict in keeping their own poems in private locations and preventing
them from wide circulation as physical objects, some writers would not mind these
same poems being disseminated as literary works and linguistic patterns (p. 270). In
the last part of this chapter the author reflects on the connection between the process
of collecting of poetic works and the attitude towards the collected works themselves.
Based largely on a comparison between the phenomenon of poetry collections in the
Tang and later, mainly Song, periods, he emphasizes the fact that during this time
collections were not comprehensive as to the works of a given author. Rather, they
represent an idea of an incomplete number of these works judged fit to be included in
the collection either by the compliers or by the writers themselves. The poems in the
collections might not have represented the authentic version of the text, as people were
not in the habit of gathering and comparing different versions of the same poem. In this
aspect, Tang collections differed from later ones when multiple copies of one single
poem would be carefully collected and compared to the rest of the existed versions.
The author attributes this fact to difference in methods and context of collection.

The monograph finishes with the conclusion (pp. 285-294) where the author
touches on the importance of reconsidering our notion of Tang poetry and of how it
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was created, as this could have implications for the ways we understand, interpret,
judge and value it. In the final part he opens the door to possible insights his work can
have and its use in other scientific fields such as religion and history.

Viewed as a whole, this monograph is a notable accomplishment in the field of
medieval Chinese literature in that it succeeds in its goal of presenting and analyzing
a topic as important as the production and circulation of poetry in an epoch known for
its large body of poetic works produced. Its significance lies in the fact that through its
high quality of writing and research, it manages to contribute to the studies of material
history of Tang poetry by focusing on the materiality of the literary works discussed,
and at the same time inspires a rethinking of the traditional approach literary criticism
has to these works, thus defining itself as a unique and valuable study.
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