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The Original Meaning of the Idea Xing and Its Extension
in Chinese Classics of the Pre-Qin Period

Dennis C. H. CHENG, YANG Hsiu-fang, CHU Ki-chueng, LIU Cheng-hui

This paper discusses the original meaning of the idea xing and its extension in
pre-Qin classical literature, from pictographic, phonetic, syntactic and philosophical
approaches. Though the character xing is simply the form of a “crossroad,” the
original meaning of it should be “walking,” according to phonetic analysis. In different
paragraphs of different classics of the pre-Qin period, we have found that the character
xing invokes different meanings such as road, act, moral conduct, queue, roll, trail,
revolution, etc. in different textual contexts. Though it is not easy for us to rebuild
the chronological development of these meanings, we can still see that all of them
import value judgments at the root of the “meaning tree” which contains the spirit of
rationalism: judging of right and wrong, and a sense of development and revolution.
Based on these connotations, the notion wuxing used both in the “Hongfan” of the
Classic of Documents and the “Wuxing” of the Guodian Chujian leads to new terms
such as wufu “five fortunes,” wushi “five moral behaviors,” and shixing “alternation of
moralities.” Later on, the philosophers of the Yinyang-wuxing school even introduced
the idea of wude zhongshi “the five agents taking turns to succeed one another,” by
which they emphasize the rotation of the five natural agents as well as the five virtues.
That is, the terms de (virtue) and xing (walking) refer both to their literal and inner
cultural meanings. This example reminds us that we should understand the meanings
of these terms used in the ancient classics with a more comprehensive point of view
instead of giving arbitrary conclusions inferred simply from their external form or
speech sounds.

Keywords: xing  wuxing  shixing dexing  “Hongfan”  Guodian Chujian

-124-



hAEE TIT) FFRORBEEE—FH [ 24T

BElEH
ERZ: GASEHD - OSBRI CHRERD 5130 M 34k BSCHIRE - 1976
ﬁz o

FAIZ + CGREFAE) - FER : VLB EE iRk > 2000 4 -

FoClESE » PEETENG - CRRIETHME) - AL hEESRSE > 1998 4 -

T - VO - FEEE : CETEM) o dt s hEERSE > 1997 o

FoE - FLFEEIESR - (FSER) - AT (F=REgMaEEe) o &Ik - #&
SCENERE 0 1989 4 -

LLEE - FLEEESR - (MBEHR) - WAFeAl - (=R gty - 24t :
BCHIERR 0 1989 4 -

it SRR G SeT R CNERFHIFRE) o JUE  thEEESE 0 1980-1983 4 o

s EE SRR o R s HPEEESR) 0 1984-1994 AF o

EFE MRE > ABEER - CEFREAR) o WP+ (=R aM AR
2L - BUCEIEEE > 1989 4F o

KE - (BAE) > (FHFE) - &0 KL - 1996 5 -

% (FREEMERGERS) HETA > LA - B AR AREEHRRIL » 2007 £

R« CASERE) - 24t - AmEE AT 0 1993 4 -

EEE : (AZERYR > GEFG=f) > (BERE2H) - 2t BSHREEAR
1993 4F o

EERE : (REEE) - (BEHES) - Zdt: KMEER > 1977 F -

L (RREEREEEEE) o UABERNIER - (hERRREE) FE o PR ILEAR
HiRR: > 2003 4F o

EER : (FEEEEG - Sk - (HEEER) $+ =% 2 Z8BLEER
1986 4F o

BIEEMR - (PEEE-EHE) o B RRSEEEHRRIL 0 1999 £ o

FRERIEE > FRERRENRE - CBFRES) o Ut REERSS > 1986 £ o

RO s EMGESR T [FIRETREEE M7 L&) > 2003 45 8 H 22 HAEE RS R
SCHARZEL TRESCBAS HER R Fea T 2 ) AT iR 23w -

IREE - CPEAMEE - SRR o 2 - ZWRHEIEE > 1969 4 -

PEE : GEF) o bRt hEEF 0 1995 4 o

FIFITTEIEEAR © CEREREETRT) - JUR : SOkt - 1998 4 -

BF - (ESERSEY BITA » J - HEEE > 1984 4F -

LM s (PBIEESCEERREE) 0 2L - A HAREZEAF] - 1981 4 -

RIS (BT EHEIESRE (J0ER) ) o 24t AFEEEAF 0 1997 & -

SRS« CPBT A (hEHTERRRESE ) ) oAb RSt & RFER AR > 1982 4 o

© (B BT A I ) o U s B e R ARt > 1987 4 o

-125-



FELYHREN H=+a

REZ - (RBEAEE) o PER : PEALRER AR > 1996 4 o

FHIEEE » BeEEE - (BT 0 2L - ERCUEEZEAF] 0 19834 o

AL M - (FECHEE) o hEEEE > 1977-1983 4 »

B - GiEFERE) - dtat : FEEHF - 1997 £F o

B MEH - CEHEER) - WAPUTKRA - (=g iR - 2=k BsgE
HEE 5 1989 £ ©

BREZEESERE « (RERNEE) - 20 - BECHIEE > 1981 F -

PRESFEMR - MR E S - (hEEESOER) - 24t : BEREZEAF > 1993 4 -

PEfERH - (RRERESC) o L3R L EE AL 0 1985 & -

BB s CHrfmrP AR ) HATHR - 2L - —REBF - 1984 1 o

WACBFIDIIES S kAR - CERILAER) - 0 St - 1991 4 -

B - CHTTNE) o i - EERATE A AR > 1996 4 -

B~ SV EAR - IR B e e ) - Jt - KRHIRRL » 2004 5 -

HEM  GERBEWEIIRMERE) o AL A TRk © (PEEES EamE) > =L 4
P LZHZEAF - 1979 4 -

s« GRIEEEFE RGN — Ry ~ hra GRS LLRGE S 2 o Jo - R
HiRRE > 2000 4 -

IR (rhEEARS) o B - 1R EKERHRRGT 0 1998 £ o

BoE - (ESREEFE G gER) - P - a0 2001 £ o

I 2 28 T P R T VLA - CRERIBZREDTREY - JU - KPR > 1990 4 »

REGZE - ReEET - (EFEHR) > WAPTTRZ - (=g RS - 2=t - B
HEE 0 1989 £ ©

BIo1] - CEEREERREY > BN - EE AR AR - 2003 4

B FLEEIESR - (EECHHR) - WABTEA : (=g EEd) > 2k - &
YHIERHE > 1989 4F o

— HAEH : (ARER) - WAPTRA - (T =RESMTREIED) 2L B
FlIE6E - 1989 4F »

© B o ABTTTRA] - (=R REREY 0 2L - BgE)

HEE » 1989 £ o

EELE - (PEERE EESHTER OISR o (EEHETSCAMRET) H2 85 21
2005 F 12 H > H 137-174 °

— GaAEER) o (ERPCEH) 526 #10 2007 F 6 A 0 H 89-118 ©

— s (f CR—Ek) Bam Gz - &) Fric s T Ham) - S 55 218 > 2007 £ 11
H > H 139-150 °

— ¢ GanERERERRERE) - QUBRARERERR) 2008 F5 1 Hi - H 28-41 °

B > QLEIERE - (G TRSE) o U EEESR 0 2004 4 o

REIEEMR - GHEZRE) o LR - TR > 1981 4 -

-126-



REEE ) FFANRBAEE— KA T5T)

o o (GBI SCEE) o 2L - ORI SEREAE S B SR E IR 0 2002 £ -
Gadamer, Hans-Georg. Truth and Method, trans. & ed. Garrett Barden and John Cumming, New
York: Continuum, 1975.

Kelley, Donald R. Foundations of Modern Historical Scholarship: Language, Law, and History in the
French Renaissance, New York: Columbia University Press, 1970.

-127-



