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2 %% John Kieschnick, The Eminent Monk: Buddhist Ideals in Medieval Chinese Hagiography
(Honolulu: Hawai‘i University Press, 1997); Robert Campany, To Live as Long as Heaven and
Earth: A Translation and Study of Ge Hong's Traditions of Divine Transcendents (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 2002). Lu Yang, ‘“Narrative and Historicity in the Buddhist
Biographies of Early Medieval China: The Case of Kumarajiva,” Asia Major 17.2 (2004):
1-43. ERBAZEMRROGRRBARARGPERFE LS EY > EAFLEE
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AAAZRARME—E A KRBR ELAEAK o MK 3435 & Bernard Faure, The Rhetoric of
Immediacy: A Cultural Critique of Chan/Zen Buddhism (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1991), p. 28; Morten Schliitter, “Chan Buddhism in Song Dynasty China (960-1279): The Rise
of the Caodong Tradition and the Formation of the Chan School” (Ph.D. diss., Yale University,
1998), p. 19; John R. McRae, Seeing through Zen: Encounter, Transformation, and Genealogy in
Chinese Chan Buddhism (Berkeley University of California Press, 2003), pp.1-21, #& % : (5&
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3 Angelika Cedzich, review of Early Daoist Scriptures, by Stephen R. Bokenkamp. Journal of

Chinese Religions 28 (2000): 165-167.

Isabelle Robinet, Taoism: Growth of a Religion, trans. Phyllis Brooks (Stanford: Stanford

University Press, 1997), p. 116.
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ZREEFF: (FLIIBT AT —EREEFRRE—) > RANBEHERR : (HEH
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H % % # o Stephen R. Bokenkamp, “Sources of the Ling-pao Scriptures,” in Tantric and Taoist
Studies in Honour of R. A. Stein, ed. Michel Strickmann (Bruxelles: Institut Belge des Hautes
Etudes Chinoises, 1983), 2: 434-486. MM E£H RRA A% » RBEKEA (EF&A) &
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Bokenkamp, “Sources of the Ling-pao Scriptures,” pp. 434-485; “Ko Ch’ao-fu” and “Ko Hung,”
in The Indiana Companion to Traditional Chinese Literature, ed. William H. Nienhauser,
Jr. (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1986), pp. 479-482; “Death and Ascent in Ling-
pao Taoism,” Taoist Resources 1.2 (1989): 1-20; “Lu Xiujing, Buddhism, and the First Daoist
Canon,” in Culture and Power in the Reconstitution of the Chinese Realm, 200-600, ed. Scott
Pearce, Audrey Spiro and Patricia Ebrey (Cambridge: Havard University Press, 2001), pp.
181-199; “The Prehistory of Laozi: His Prior Career as a Woman in the Lingbao Scriptures,”
Cahiers d’Extréme-Asie 14 (2004): 403-421; “The Silkworm and the Bodhi Tree: The Lingbao
Attempt to Replace Buddhism in China and Our Attempt to Place Lingbao Daoism,” in Ancient
and Medieval China, vol. 1 of Religion and Chinese Society, ed. Jonh Lagerwey (Hong Kong:
The Chinese University Press; Paris: Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient, 2004), pp. 317-339.
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Transmission and Syncretism: A Study of the Songs of
Five Perfections of the Grand Ultimate

HSIEH Shu-wei

In ancient Lingbao scriptures, the transmission process is an often-mentioned
issue. Transmission provides Lingbao with a fundamental mode of viewing its own
historical origin. This essay thus puts emphasis on the pedigree itself as a functional
medium of interpretation, with its transformations, reconstructions and alterations
in the historical process. The pedigree itself is like a skeleton, and its author is
able to polish and modulate the original text so as to form a more persuasive and
authoritative one. The pedigree is often annexed to the canon as a way to account for
the transmission process as well as to endorse its legitimacy. However, the pedigree
is not a fixed text, but something that can be expanded through time, even connecting
the transmitted dharma lineage and its author, and adding classic myths to enrich
the original text. That is, the pedigree is a supplementary, flexible structure, capable
of being shaped and revised to tally with the religious situation or other purposes.
Therefore, the pedigrees preserved in the Lingbao scriptures are likely to be multi-
linear, with their changes and extensions still recognizable through the passage of time.
As a historical process constantly in the making, the formation of pedigrees attempts
to build a simulacrum of an historical paradigm of legitimacy that can be traced to
a singular origin, thus to present an orthodox lineage. In this manner, Ge Xuan was
raised from a Daoist to a Master of both Buddhism and Daoism, a teacher in both
sacred and worldly realms. Furthermore, the lineage scheme could be simplified to a
single-line diagram—that is, the Ge family—in terms of lineal successions of masters.
Through the “Songs of Five Perfections,” this essay investigates the construction of
transmission, and by comparing different versions, it explores the order of signification
of the Lingbao scriptures. Finally, it also examines the role of Perfection of the Grand
Ultimate, as well as Ge Xuan, the origin and importance of the three Perfections and
the Celestial Master. Through studying from a critical perspective the development of
the pedigrees, their meaning, construction, and modes of transmission in the ancient
Lingbao scriptures, we can also reflect upon the connection between Lingbao and other
schools, and, beyond that, the relation between Lingbao and Buddhism.

Keywords: Daoism  Perfections of the Grand Ultimate = Lingbao  transmission
Xu Laile  Ge Xuan

-281-



YEIFHRER H=+wh

®aEE

CEERLEAZER) HY426 0 WA CIEMERD 5 11 > 246 FrocBHRAT > 1995
55'3 o

CEERIGERE EARE Y HY425 » WA CIERERDY 55 11 M &4 - i HRAH »
1995 4 -

MILZ : (BEEE TR AKX EERERE Y5 o & RSB SR ~ mEEE
Bt M —EE BB S LEPEITET &) #R 23w 2006 & 11 A 11-12 H -

KMBEE > BIEE ~ FAOR - GatiBEL) > MEEER : GEFCUERE) =
i JEH s =HESE 0 1998 £F o

IIMRIESEE > 22B33% « OSFEZECRITE) > BED - 1)1 KR AR - 2001 4 -

(R EEREEHESED AE) HY435 > I CEMERY & 11 fitt - 240 - FCEHRA
H] > 1995 4F o

(R PR BEAITREG) HY1107 - A CERGERD) 5 41 fit » 240 - Frc BERAH] »
1995 £ »

CR FIRZBE AR TEEIS) HY1106 » A (EMERY 55 41 it » 2240« HrcHARAF] »
1995 4 o

(R FiMZEE B — B imiR) HY346 - WA (EHSERD 510 fif - &b - #sc8 iR
JNT] 5 1995 4 o
(R EMEXBEEIRIGE) HYS28 » WA (IEFRERD) 55 16 it > 246 - HroCEHARAT > 1995
ﬂz o
K FIRZ BB AR AT _E AR HY344 - WA (IEHSERD 55 10 M - &L - #rce i
fRZNT] > 1995 4F -
R FHERCE HRE— AT ) HY671 » WA (IEHGERY & 19 M- 2t - Frcg
FRZNT] > 1995 4F o
CRIE N B ER B R B SR BEh Y HY 532 » WA (EMGHER) 55 16 - =40 FHc 8
FRZNE] » 1995 4F o
CRABEAIAEY - WA CGERERD 5 111 20 - #FC 8 HRRAT > 1995 6 -
T - CHEAATFARRBRRE) - L HIEER > 1996 £ -
TR (B hSEERHEBEERD) o U - PEEF 0 2002 F o
s (CEULIERR R B — LR B R A GRIRE) Bl o WAREE S
B CEFSUEWEE) B+ > IR - ZHEIE > 2006 F -
YO - CPUEERD o dUR - 2EEESCREEERE RS 0 1999 F e
R (RRIRE AR - EBIEHREHERPNRBEGE) 0 (CBETEIE) F4E85E2
HA > 2005 £ > H 11-55 °
(R TEREY HY615 » YT A (IEHGERD 26 18 1 > 21t - #FrC B HRRAT] > 1995 6 -

LR - GEEFEMR) HY1121 - A CEMERD) 5 41 it - 246 - #rC HRAT] » 1995
ﬁz °

#
#

-282-



s

(K AEABALE) HFR

EXEE  (BE) It h#EEF - 1974 £ -
QAR EE L IS B HY1427 » A CERGERD 565 58 1 > &b - #rC e IR E] »

1995 4 o

CRZXBE EHRNRLAEMER) HY318 » WA CEFERD) 5 10 fitt - &AL - FrrEHRA
H] > 1995 4 o

RERSE : (EELHE) HY1026 » WA (EMERD) 537 it - ZJb - Hrc B HRAF - 1995
ﬂz o

FER - (HEBR EERIRE G RHT—LL CFEREY Bdu) o G ol ke
R SR ~ SHEEEPE g T3 — B BUGE SRS ET & #R 2w
2006 £ 114 11-12 H »

PRl S8 EEHERTE « (AXEEEBEMER) HY167 - WA (EMER) 5 5 fit - &
At FCEHRRAE] > 1995 £ -

_ = (EFE) HY1010 0 WA (IEAMERD 535 fitt - 2L - HroCBHIRAF] 0 1995 4 o

C CEERBHY HY421 0 I CERERD o1 it 240 Frc B HERAT 1995

45,5 °
CHEE FARER)Y HY 1130 » WA IEHGERDY 55 42 fiit » Z4b : #CE HARAF] > 1995 4F -
ClE R = TARS A ERIS Y HY 1231 » A CIERGERD 28 54 - 240« F - HRAH »

1995 4 »
EE  EIAAE) o A CRIEFERIERY 5 52 it » Bl « KIE—YIRFIITer » 1925
_/qz °

Bz  QAZEE R ER) H9E) » #3K® Symposium on “Foundations of Taoist
Ritual,” Seminar fiir Sinologie, Humboldt-Universitét zu Berlin, Dec 9-11, 2007 °

s (CTonisA ) B TR ) SEERISCKRE - DL TS Py TRE] 1 T
BRE ] BHL) > (FUEEE) 552785 0 2008 4 0 H 275-291

s (FUEAR TEERKHEE 52 > CCE) 2009 55 2 i - H 49-72 ¢

BRI QARBEE LS ERRSCEREE) 210 Bua KREFEIT TR ~ ZEhEH
Tgeer Lt DEEE B R X BIPR BT b A € ) F5RZER5L 0 2008 - 12 A 27-28
E] °

BEWR - (B X IERE F i Al E Bt s &S o CRESUEFERT e ER) #r
10 B » 2001 & H 491-510 °

AR - ONHEREFIRME) - 20 B AT > 2008 4F

HESFREME  GRITEERD) HY769 > WA CIEAMERD 5 30 it » 2L : T EHIBRAF] » 1995
E o

HeA% - (s - DIRTRER P ORU R E AR > JERT - =IEIE - 2006 4 o

Kaltenmark, Max & » BKA-3 - ( CREERE) A&HERE) > WA CEUEEESE) 508 i -
HA AR R > 1985 4 o

KMZH - CEBE 2 08— BB o8 - Ko=) - § : ISt » 1997 4 -

JVRIESE = ORRIEZLIFZEY > 8O+ RISt » 1990 4 o

-283-



FELYHREN H=+ o

gl - ONFABERIC R A 2 AK4H) - IARBHR - (PEIFititd & 28D
UK+ GBS 0 2002 £
ONHIEERIC R 2 3 BIIL) - WABBIKM : (CGEWawE) - 54

FUER R B NSRBI SERT > 2005 4 ©

BIEE s ZEE 7 Ptk o n—d@R e BRkitg—) - POOEHE KRR -
GEBORMAIATEY - WAl - BETIHTE > 1977 4 -

IR - CHEFFRRIEZ RS — GEBUEENTTE) - RUED - EAEH - 1987 4 -

Bokenkamp, Stephen. “Sources of the Ling-pao Scriptures.” In Tantric and Taoist Studies in Honour
of R. A. Stein. Ed. Michel Strickmann. Vol. 2. Bruxelles: Institut Belge des Hautes Etudes
Chinoises, 1983.

. “Ko Ch’ao-fu” and “Ko Hung.” In The Indiana Companion to Traditional

Chinese Literature. Ed. William H. Nienhauser, Jr.. Bloomington: Indiana University Press,
1986, pp. 479-482.

. “Death and Ascent in Ling-pao Taoism.” Taoist Resources 1.2 (1989): 1-20.

. “Lu Xiujing, Buddhism, and the First Daoist Canon.” In Culture and Power
in the Reconstitution of the Chinese Realm, 200-600. Ed. Scott Pearce, Audrey Spiro and
Patricia Ebrey. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001.

. “The Salvation of Laozi: Images of the Sage in the Lingbao Scriptures, the Ge
Xuan Preface, and the “Yao Boduo Stele’ of 496 C.E.” » IR AZ=/mi9R ~ PRE T4 © GHE
SUTERYER) - T : PESEIEEE 0 2002 £

. “The Prehistory of Laozi: His Prior Career as a Woman in the Lingbao
Scriptures.” Cahiers d’Extréme-Asie 14 (2004): 403-421.

. “The Silkworm and the Bodhi Tree: The Lingbao Attempt to Replace
Buddhism in China and Our Attempt to Place Lingbao Daoism.” In Ancient and Medieval

China. Vol. 1 of Religion and Chinese Society. Ed. John Lagerwey. Hong Kong: The
Chinese University Press; Paris: Ecole francaise d’Extréme-Orient, 2004,

Campany, Robert. To Live as Long as Heaven and Earth: A Translation and Study of Ge Hong's
Traditions of Divine Transcendents. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002.

Cedzich, Angelika. Review of Early Daoist Scriptures, by Stephen R. Bokenkamp. Journal of
Chinese Religions 28 (2000): 165-167.

Faure, Bernard. The Rhetoric of Immediacy: A Cultural Critique of Chan/Zen Buddhism. Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1991.

Kieschnick, John. The Eminent Monk: Buddhist Ideals in Medieval Chinese Hagiography. Honolulu:
Hawai‘i University Press, 1997.

Lu, Yang. “Narrative and Historicity in the Buddhist Biographies of Early Medieval China: The Case
of Kumarajiva.” Asia Major 17.2 (2004): 1-43.

McRae, John R. Seeing through Zen: Encounter, Transformation, and Genealogy in Chinese Chan
Buddhism. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2003.

Ofuchi Ninji, “On Ku Ling-pao-ching.” Acta Asiatica: Bulletin of the Institute of Eastern Culture 27

284-



A
e
N

E‘i\
W

(K AEABALE) HFR

(1974): 33-56.
Robinet, Isabelle. Taoism: Growth of a Religion. Trans. Phyllis Brooks. Stanford: Stanford University
Press, 1997.

Schipper, Kristofer, and Francisus Verellen, eds. Antiguity through the Middle Ages. Vol. 1 of The
Taoist Canon: A Historical Companion to the Daozang. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2004.

Schliitter, Morten. “Chan Buddhism in Song Dynasty (960-1279): The Rise of the Caodong Tradition
and the Formation of the Chan School.” Ph. D. diss., Yale University, 1998.

Strickmann, Michel. “The Mao-shan Revelations: Taoism and the Aristocracy.” T’oung Pao 63
(1977): 1-63.

-285-



