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On Jingshi Yizhuan (in three volumes), and Jing Fang’s
Theory of the Liuri Qifen

GAO liyi

In the Jingshi Yizhuan, the order of the hexagrams follows the Eight Palace
hexagrams, and presents the 28 Chinese lunar mansions (xi#), month and day
hexagrams, and the five elements. The positions of the 28 Chinese xiu are expressed
by the shi yao (“world lines”) positions of the Eight Trigrams; the Heavenly Stems
and Earthly Branches used in the shi yao are the same as the fei yao (“flying lines”).
For the months and days, jianhou and jisuan are the carriers. The original text stating
that “Jian starts from Wu-Yin to Gui-Wei” in the Jingshi Yizhuan is wrong; the kan
hexagram should read, “starting from Gui-Wei to Wu-Zi,” because jian is the start of
a style formed by a principle of alternation of eight stem and branch combinations. As
for the five elements, we should notice they are often presented by images in several
interpretative systems, mainly jiansuan, feifu, huti and shiying, besides the original
significance of the eight trigrams. This paper also discusses the theory of the six days
and seven parts (liuri gifen) in the “Jing Fang” biographical chapter of the Han shu.
There may be some relationship between them, although the order of the hexagrams
according to the theory of the /iuri gifen is different from the Eight Palace hexagrams.

Keywords: Jing Fang  Jingshi Yizhuan  eight palace hexagrams  /liuri gifen (six
days and seven parts)
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