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The Ximing as the Orthodox Interpretation of the Xiaojing?
New Discourse on the Relationship between Humanity
and Filial Piety during the Late Ming

LU Miaw-fen

This article discusses how late Ming Yangming scholars tended to equate
filial piety with the humanity of human nature, which differed from the views of
Cheng Yi and Zhu Xi. The Yangming scholars’ more metaphysical views influenced
contemporary interpretations of the Xiaojing (Classic of filial piety) and the Analects,
and also led to a new understanding of the text Ximing (Western inscription). The
article is divided into two parts. The first part investigates the changes in the history
of the interpretations of the Ximing and points out that, beginning from the late Ming,
linking the Ximing with the Xiaojing became very popular. Scholars even claimed
the Ximing as the orthodox interpretation of the Xiaojing. Within this context, filial
piety became the central meaning of the Ximing, which differed from the Cheng-Zhu
understanding of the text as mainly about humanity, not filial piety. This also indicates
a change in views about the relationship between filial piety and humanity. The
second part aims to explain the change by providing some historical and intellectual
context, such as the revival of the studies of the Xiaojing and the new discourse about
filial piety contributed by Yangming scholars. I also investigate the interpretations of
the relationship between humanity and filial piety in the Analects to provide further
evidence about the concomitant changes in the same period and the influence of the
new discourse.

Keywords: Ximing  Xiaojing  Analects  humanity filial piety
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