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The Nature and Meanings of the Dialogues in 75e
Romance of the Three Kingdoms (Sanguo zhi tongsu yanyi)

ZHOU Jianyu

This paper discusses how the Sanguo zhi tongsu yanyi, through its narration of
various characters and events, creates opposing dialogues and contrasting ideologies,
therefore showing the multi-layered meanings and interactive open structure of this
novel.

From the conflicts between Sun Ce and Yu Ji, Zuo Ci and Cao Cao, we see that
different ideologies are present in the Yanyi. Through their opposing and interactive
dialogue, the multiple meanings of the Yamyi are manifest. In the macro-dialogue
that forms the polyphonic existence centered on the Wu-Shu alliance, a polyphonic
characteristic is presented in the novel. The immiscibility and indissolubility of
different ideologies effectively create an open structure for the Yanyi. Both the narrator
and the author keep a distance from the characters in the novel, and hold differing
stances towards them, thus enriching the content of the novel.

Keywords: The Romance of the Three Kingdoms Luo Guanzhong dialogue
polyphonic novel ~ Mikhail M. Bakhtin
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