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The World Order in the Maritime Poetics during the
Ming and Qing Dynasties

LIAO Chao-heng

Many notable works have recorded marine history and the history of cultural
exchanges, which highlight the importance of the ocean in Chinese history. However,
the interrelation between maritime culture and Chinese literature has been overlooked.
I explore the various levels and images of the political order in maritime poetics in the
Ming and Qing dynasties in this paper, trying to examine the unexplored issues of the
change of political entities in the diversified world order under the tributary system in
the Ming dynasty.

Due to its hybrid nature, maritime poetics has too many varieties in content to
be discussed thoroughly in a paper such as this, which focuses only on the political
order reflected in the maritime poetry of Ming and Qing. Three parts constitute this
paper: the first part discusses the maritime poetry of those emissaries who crossed
the sea in peaceful times, the second analyzes works about sea battles, and the third
explicates the voices of the loyalists that faced the sea at the time of the fall of the
Ming empire. The varieties of literary works also show that there are countless
possibilities in the maritime poetry of Ming and Qing.

Also, I examine the mutually illuminating relationship between the self and the
other, focusing on the relationship between the change in the world order and literary
works in the maritime poetry in the Ming and Qing. A particular achievement of the
literature of Ming and Qing, maritime poetry enriches Chinese literature beyond our
current knowledge.

Keywords: maritime poetry Ryukyu (Okinawa) Japanese pirates Xu Wei
Zhang Huangyan ~ Ming-Qing literature
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