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From the Notion of Xing to an Aesthetic of Contrasting
—Focusing on the Exploration of Xia Yu's Poetry

YUNG Man-Han

After presenting several significations of xing developed by four contemporary
theorists (Chen Shixiang, Yie Jiaying, Xu Fuiguan, Jiang Nianfeng), this essay is
devoted to suggesting another interpretation more appropriate to a modern viewpoint.
Focusing on the operation of the creative dimension, as appropriate to poetry, the
notion of xing, from three thousand years ago, distinguishes itself by its particular
“stimulus-response” construction, from which derives the vigorous effect of its
language. After surveying the various styles of poets in Taiwan, the essay considers
Xia Yu as the most representative of this language phenomenon. (Thus, she is also
widely recognized as the central figure in post-modern writing, providing a formative
influence for the younger generation.)

Following the hierarchy of the poet’s artistic concepts, established over four
volumes, the essay attempts three conclusions about the nature of linguistic signs from
the poetry of Xia Yu:

1. Obliteration of any sense of metaphor abundantly achieved by her previous grand
masters. She revives this literary tradition from the Classic of Poetry: “realization of
the inner image in ordinary, touchable objects.”

2. Elements of objects in her poetry are intimately united; each recalls the other,
becoming themselves dimensions of the multiplicity.

3. A fresh fabric of the notion xing has been reinvented. Its “stimulus-response”
structure implicates a hyper-adaptive reality that is constantly in moving.

On liberation from within the labyrinth of Xia Yu’s poetry, the ancient notion of
xing is transformed as a novel aesthetic view for post-modern criticism.

Keywords: Classic of Poetry Stimulus-Response structure
aesthetic of contrasting ~ XiaYu  post-modern

-146-



Grae) TH) RBANRGF THE) X80 REFEBIR— AR FH3ES BB

BalEE

T MRE - fLFER > WPIESEM - (BFHEH) - WAREBH LR (=~
GREEHEAY o 2L S EE AR 0 2001 4 o
it s (BIHROUBREEEE ) o (S HPED 368 0 1974%4 H > H 146-153 ©
KE o GGREMED) - T PEER > 19614 -
BRE - (NI REEPES— DE FHE ARG RIRE T RE) - (ZEFEE)
B 65k 2005 11 H » H 179-191 ©
RS - KREREEREPBESCE) o 20 - FRREIEAF o 19834 o
[ GRBE) - & HESEFERE > 19694F o
W GEpErEE) o (IR 410 19983 H 5 H 130-145 ¢
FEEwM - QR ROEZEC KMHMEE ) » 20 FEOUEHEZEAF > 19884 ©
HF: (s o 24t : HILHRRGE > 1984 4F -
ot (HEEEMY o 2Zdb - LR - 1991 4F -
R mLIAARY o ZAL s L HRRIE 0 19954 -
¢ (salsay - ZAL : FHIHIRRL 0 19995 o
K (HFERNHEE) o WA RIS - BUaBR © (PBlR 2B SCERam ) 1%
21« PSRRI - 19994 » B 273-305 °
fRER - GEEFED > 2] BRI - 20024 -
RE . (PESCERE) o 2L ZEEEER > 20014 -
iUl (ERHIADE) o (BURER) H208 > 199347 H » H54-62
o CRIVEREIRE)Y - Zdb : LT - 1998 4 -
s (TE UL E R BN T8 R - CRIHERD) 25 128 > 20019 A »

H 114-132 ©

o GmEEH—GEANEEAEL) > (PRI ASCERY F 138 - 2000F 104
H 85-101 °

s (EETEHEOEEE EERD o CBIHR) 55 140-141 H3EF) > 200410 H >
F99-110 °

o TR MSEB R RA . — A T2 FEEEREE) - CEREE)

H1H] > 2005F4 H > H 181-201 °

______ (TR S R R ) o (RORTSCEEHR) B 15HT 0 2006 124
H 179-198 °

AT (hESEHE B sEmE) - &Il - EE BRI TG 0 20044 ©

Peifttlm - (EHESCEY o 24U - EsCHRRE o 19724 -

BEAAfS BRI —EF3R05e) » &/ - KB B SCEFEATE iR S
2003 I o

-147-



PELYHREN BTN

wad o (RAEY o &I - BUREERL - 1956 4F o

B CERRAIEBERARITY - 2L - YEHHIART > 19794 -

TERFE  GERMISU LIRS — BB A i 7e) > B « WL AR AR » 19944 ©

WEFL . GURBHGET ) » 2t HAEZLAE » 19854 -

o (P BERGTIRSE) o 2L MR EEAF] 0 1991 4 -

BRGE (B ERIIRE S ol IR ZIRGEE BT Tt ) - Ik
NEOIAMRERR - CEREELM SRR > 2 R b ERRATR] > 19934 -

BT RS - MNEERE o ULEENGE - (EHETE - EREENEARE) o &
b RSO HRRZAF] » 19934 -

EE - GHOuTERY) - 2L HAEEAF - 19774 -

TR+ CHLEOUREE « JR SR R B AR ) > Jo : hEi @RI R AL 0 1987 4 -

MG« (FEEE GREME) 2 TRIE) ) - CEEZ2®) F158 > 19984F 11 H -
H 155-168 °

BlELE - (PBEFERE AR o 2L - SRR > 19965 ©

R s CORHEER (—) - EREANEERE) - 20 EEEEAF > 20004

Ryt - (LB~ PrEmERE FACRE) o 2L KL 0 19864 ©

ik - (K ER (i EmiERmy — ThEy ~ M) 8 TR0 - B/
DREREY & TERACRL Gi8E) o WA B IEE ~ ER@ER (PBSCRILE)
F15E s 2] EERERF > 19924 -

RUETER - CRTEEED) - WM ¢ (UHREE L > 19934 o

fE  (HFRUREAREM) - CHUREE) 131> 198812 H » H7-11 °

BEACHE = i) o 2L - BHSHIEZEAT] > 2004 4F

-148-



