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The Talented Women of the Zuo Clan of Yanghu and
Their Family Relationships

LIN Mei-yi

Family, locality and community are important factors in the distribution of Qing
women writers. Because the life circle of women was relatively narrower than men’s,
the works of women writers during the Qing Dynasty were mostly related to their
families and friends, who were also writers. Comparing the works of these family
and friends helps us understand the writers’ world by making these relations more
comprehensive. The Zuo clan of Yanghu produced many important women writers, and
we can study them through their families and communities. They include the sisters
Zuo Xijia and Zuo Xixuan, and the former’s daughters Zeng Yi and Zeng Yan. By way
of material arrangement, work analysis and family connections, this paper focuses
on the family lives of these women writers, and their interactions with various family
members, as well as the construction of a chart outlining the family relationships
within the Zuo clan.

Keywords: Zuo Xixuan Zuo Xijia ZengYi Zeng Yan cainii (talented woman)
family relationships
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