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Bringing the World Home: Appropriating the West in Late Qing and Early
Republican Ching. By Theodore Huters. Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2005.
Pp.ix +370.

Jing TSU ( %+ ik ), Assistant Professor, Yale University

Though the preoccupation with defining modern China in relation to the West
has been a thriving academic and historical practice, few contemporary scholars can
provide a range of analysis as broad and masterful as Theodore Huters in his new book,
Bringing the World Home. Appropriating the West in Late Qing and Early Republican
China. In many ways, this synthesis is long overdue. Given the wide attention given
to the late Qing period in the past twenty years by literary scholars in Japan and China
and, increasingly, United States, the fact that we are yet to have a coherent perspective
on the rich complexity of this period testifies to its bewildering literary and cultural
landscape. The important works of Tarumoto Teruo f&Z-FEHE Guo Yanli E[FETE,
Chen Pingyuan [755, Patrick Hanan, and David Der-wei Wang - {2 have set the
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