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Zhuang Shoujia and the Changzhou School
TSAI Ch’ang-lin

In academic treatments of the Changzhou school, Zhuang Shoujia has never
been within the field of vision of scholars. Indeed, when compared to figures such as
Zhuang Cunyu, Zhuang Shuzu and Liu Fenglu, the third-generation disciple Zhuang
Shoujia, despite his fierce devotion to guard the lineage scholarship, seemed less
substantial in scholarly achievement and lacked creativity. In the discussions of the
history of thought or of classical studies, it is hard to find a place for him. However,
Zhuang Shoujia carefully preserved materials that were relevant to the family research,
and they are extant. It is a challenging job to contextualize these materials with other
important sources of the Changzhou school.

After looking into Zhuang Shoujia’s life and work in the light of classical
studies and intellectual history, we can view the development and propagation of the
Zhuang family scholarship, which engaged the so-called evidential scholarship in a
dialogue. Moreover, we learn that other than the well-known Gongyang “modern text”
scholarship of the Changzhou school, there was also a recognizable philological
tradition of the school that was based on the Book of Documents. Research into
Zhuang Shoujia can not only contribute to observations about the history of classical
studies in the mid-Qing, but also help us to understand the complexity of the
Changzhou school.

Keywords: the history of thought Zhuang Shoujia

Changzhou literati Book of Documents studies
evidential scholarship
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