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p. 2121 “PUBLICTE [soc.]” 4% : “. .. La seconde question participe de I’idée, trés largement
répandue, selon laquelle les médias seraient omnipotents et qu’ils seraient capables, en
I’occurrence, de créer artificiellement des besoins, a seule fin de trouver un débouché pour
I"appareil de production. Ainsi, selon J. K. Galbraith, le systéme industriel produirait grace a la
publicité ce type d’homme désirant toujours un peu plus de biens que ses revenus ne lui
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The Perception of Public Interests and Private Ends as
Reflected in Mingyi daifang lu

CHIEN Liang Ju

This paper, focusing on Huang Zongxi’s Mingyi daifang Iu (Waiting for the
Dawn), examines the transformation of concepts of public interest and personal ends
during the transitional period in Ming-Qing China. Huang’s ideas were different from
that prevailing in the previous ages and from that of the modern West.

Huang divided individual existence in a human society into three categories,
namely, attainment of the public interest, realization of private ends, and pursuit of
selfish desire. He further elaborated on the formative basis of their patterns of
existence and their interactive relationships. Selfish desire, the most important element
constituting Rousseau’s perception of society, Huang relegated to the degenerate; it
existed simply because the concepts of public interests and private ends ceased to exist
in society. The ideal world, based on Huang’s understanding, was not built on a
republic, a desirable form of government to be achieved by all citizens, but on a noble
character which was supposed to be an attribute of the ruler and the ruled.

Keywords: Huang Zongxi Mingyi daifang lu
public interests and personal ends selfish desire  virtue
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