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What Happened by the River—From the Sigh of
Confucius to the Interpretation of Zhu Xi

Yuet Keung LO

From the fourteenth century until the end of the 20th century, Zhu Xi’s
Collected Commentaries on the Four Books was one of the standard texts for the civil
service examination; consequently the interpretations of Zhu Xi exerted a profound
and widespread influence on how Chinese people came to understand Confucius as a
person. In spite of the heuristic value of its insights, the image of Confucius as
portrayed in Zhu’s Collected Commentaries is not necessarily identical to what the
Analects itself may suggest. This article, focusing on Analects 9.17, attempts to
highlight one important difference between these two portrayals of Confucius.
Through an exhaustive and critical examination of the interpretations of this
interesting passage in the Analects from the Han to the Song dynasty, it shows that the
humanity of Confucius was transformed into an embodiment of the ontological
character of the Dao.

Keywords: Analects 9.17 Confucius Sun Zhuo Zhu Xi
essence of Dao hermeneutics
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