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An Interpretation of “On the Death of the King,” a Text
on Bamboo Sripsin the Collection of the Shanghai
Museum, and Its Relationship to the Chapter “Guming”
in the Book of Documents

J Xusheng

Professor, National Taiwan Normal University

The passage beginning with the line “On the death of the king,” in the Warring
States Period text, Chu Bamboo Strips (I1), in the collection of the Shanghai Museum,
records that at the time the king was dying, his son, the crown prince, had an audience
with him. The text portrays the crown prince as being present at the deathbed of the
king. The king's younger brother had the duty of taking the crown prince to see the
dying king. This passage is written succinctly, finely and smoothly; it describes the
rigorous procedure for a solemn inheritance of the throne during the Zhou dynasty.
The crown prince dutifully performed the mourning rites due to the king around the
time he passed away. My paper conducts a thorough investigation of the passage and
offers an explanation of the text and the ways it resembles and differs from the
“Guming” chapter of the Book of Documents.

Keywords: “Guming” the king's funeral xiang (master of ceremonies)
ce (sorrowful) zhe (receive) ye (to call on asuperior)
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