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The Literary Imagery in Hsiao—Hsiang

Landscape Paintings

I Lo-fen

Hsiao—Hsiang landscape paintings first appeared in the T’ang dynasty
and reached maturity in the Sung. However, not all the Hsiao-Hsiang
landscape paintings from the Sung depict the scenery of Hunan (the Hsiao
and Hsiang areas). Influenced by Hsiao-Hsiang literature, they instead
make many allusions to the Hsiao—Hsiang culture, transcending
geographical references and presenting abstractly the schemas of Hsiao—
Hsiang.

This paper discusses the cultural context of Hsiao—Hsiang literature
that fostered Hsiao—Hsiang landscape paintings. It tries to understand the
painters’ way of thinking, its source, and how it became a dynamic behind
the artistic expression. This is a basis for understanding Hsiao-Hsiang
landscape paintings and their colophons.

First, I survey the meaning of the words Hsiao and Hsiang. Although
literary works invoking Hsiao and Hsiang appeared as early as in pre-Ch’in
eras, Hsiao and Hsiang were not used together as a term until the Wei and
Chin periods. Hsiao referred to the Hsiao River, and Hsiao-Hsiang stood
for Hunan in T’ang times. “Hsiao-Hsiang T’u” (Hsiao—-Hsiang painting)
appeared also in the Tang dynasty. Beginning in the T’ang, the term Hsiao
gradually changed from meaning ‘“clear, deep water” to invoking the

Hsiao River. It eventually replaced the expressions Yuan—Hsiang and San—
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Hsiang to become a name for Hunan. This happened in literature and in
painting. The term ‘“Hsiao—-Hsiang painting” was established as the term
Hsiao-Hsiang came in currency, and replaced the term ‘‘San-Hsiang
painting.” In this way we can understand why paintings with colophons
about Hsiao—Hsiang arose during T’ang times.

Next I analyse two types of imagery in Hsiao—Hsiang literature. One
represents “‘sorrow for departure, urge to return,” associated with the myth
of the Hsiao-Hsiang River, Ch’ii Yiian, and other works of exile. Another
gives the impression of the “peaceful and beautiful,” originating from the
story of T’ao-Hua Yiian and the hermit tradition. These two kinds of
feelings—one sad and one happy—are the basis of Hsiao-Hsiang
landscape paintings, and must be considered in any interpretation of this

type of paintings.

Keywords: Hsiao—Hsiang Hsiao—Hsiang literature

landscape paintings imagery exile hermit
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