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A Study of the Philosophical Thought
of Chan Jo—shui

CHUNG Ts’ai—chun

This article investigates the sources, development, and doctrines of the
philosophy of Chan Jo—shui. In the middle of the Ming dynasty, while Chu
Hsi’s learning degenerated to official ideology, Chan followed his tutor
Ch’en Hsien—chang and studied the Northern Sung philosophy centering
on Ch’eng Hao. Both of them contributed to re—establishing the theoretical
basis for the concept of the Heavenly Way in the process of discovering it
in one’s own Mind. In the thirty years from the time he studied with Ch’en
Hsien—chang to his returning to the Han-lin Academy, Chan’s philosophy
always emphasized the Mind, being the mediation of Heaven and Man but
in need of moral cultivation. Besides, he gradually developed his doctrines
of Vital Force (ch’i), Universal Mind, and Mind as the embodiment of
Nature. This article then discusses his important . doctrines such as
“Investigation of Things,” ““An Article on the Diagram of Mind and
Nature,” “A General Proverb of Four No’s,” and “Experiencing Heavenly
Principle Everywhere.” In the discussion the author makes comparison of
them with the theories of Wang Yang—ming. Although Chan is famous for
the theory of Universal Mind, what he emphasizes is not a metaphysical
aspect, but the effort and function of the Mind. His theory of “Neither
Negligence Nor Hastening” concerns a continuous and careful effort of

seriousness, which embraces the whole process from knowledge to action.
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