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Verisimilitude and Abstraction:

A Discussion of Sung aesthetics
according to the Development of Poetry

on Painting from the T’ang to

the Sung Dynasty

I Lo-fen

Verisimilitude and abstraction are two important concepts in Chinese
aesthetics. In the course of the study of Sung and T’ang poetry on
painting, the author discovered that T’ang writers emphasized
verisimilitude while Sung ones praised abstraction. Thus these two
categories can be seen as representative of the aesthetics spirit of the T’ang
and the Sung dynasty respectively. But it is also important to understand
the historical development that shifted the emphasis from verisimilitude to
abstraction, and this is what the author sets out to> do in this piece, by
studying the development of poetry on painting. After presenting the
historical background and the changes in aesthetic sense, the author
concludes that the Sung move towards abstraction is a consequence of the
departure from realistic depictions in painting towards more literary forms
of representations. This more abstract type of representations would lead
the observer to a literary concept and meaning to be found beyond the

picture expressed in the painting.
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