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I-t'u ming—pien and the Distinction

between Confucianism and Taoism

CHENG Chi-hsiung

This paper discusses Hu Wei’s I-t'u ming—pien and the movement to
distinguish Confucianism from Taoism in the mid-17th century. In
response to the collapse of the Ming dynasty and the Manchurian
conquest, Chinese scholars devoted themselves to rejuvenating
Confucianism to rebuild a new, stronger cultural and scholarly
environment. Part of their task was to purge the ideas and doctrines of
Taoism prevalent in the tradition of /—t'u study (the study of diagrams
used by traditional scholars to explain the I Ching and its theory) since the
northern Sung dynasty. The I-t'u ming—pien was among the most well-
known and influential works devoted to this aim.

This paper consists of four sections. The first describes the historical
background that led Hu Wei to write his book; the second explores the
analytical method of the book; the third discusses three main problems in
the tradition of I-¢'u study and Hu’s proposed solutions; and the fourth
analyzes the three main stages of the movement to distinguish

Confucianism from Taoism in the mid—17th century.

Keywords: Hu Wei diagram figure I Ching
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