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Yang Chien’s Conception of the Mind-heart

CHUNG Tsai—chun

Most studies of Yang Chien have concentrated on how his conception
of the mind—heart develops that of Lu Chiu—yuan. This article investigates
the sources of his thought in his family’s learning. Yang T’ing-hsien, Yang
Chien’s father, was devoted to the practice of everyday morality and
correcting errors, and on this basis developed conceptions of /i (pattern),
elimination of the ego, and enlightenment of the original mind-heart. Yang
Ting-hsien’s influence on Yang Chien is evident in that they proposed the
same list of virtues and had the same devotion to practical morality.
However, compared with T’ing-hsien’s moral knowledge, which grew
mainly out of reflection on daily life, Yang Chien place more emphasis on
studying the classics, treating classical study and moral practice as
complementary test of moral cultivation. In his philosophy of mind-heart,
besides emphasizing practical training leading to enlightenment, Yang
Chien developed concepts such as “not arousing intention,” “reaching with
knowledge while guarding with humanity,” and “the unity of having and
not-having.” The last part of this article compares the philosophy of
mind-heart of Lu Chiu-yuan with that of Yang Chien. Yang Chien not
only developed Lu Chiu-yuan’s concepts, but took them in a new
direction. For example, unlike Lu Chiu-yuan’s notion of the mind-heart

as moral agent, Yang Chien explicated the mind-heart from a
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metaphysical point of view. This sort of difference between the two
thinkers is partly due to the influence of Yang’s family learning and may

partly be derived indirectly from Buddhist thought.

Keywords: Neo—Confucianism School of Mind-heart

enlightenment Lu Chiu-yuan Yang Chien
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