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An Analysis of the Literary Thoughts of
Wang Chung and of Ling T’ing-k’an: Two
Directions of the Yang—chou School’s

Literary Thoughts

LEE Kwai-sang

Wang Chung and Ling T’ing—k’an are two representative figures of
the Yang-chou School of the Ch’ing Dynasty. Their erudition is shown
not only in classical studies, but also in literature, and each of the two
developed a unique view about literary writing. Yet, many of their
contemporaries as well as subsequent scholars misunderstood their literary
thoughts, and generally confused Wang Chung’s views with Ling T’ing—
k’an’s. In fact, Wang Chung and Ling T’ing-k’an each initiated a different
direction of the literary thinking of the Yang—chou School. Clarification of
the similarities and differences between Wang and Ling will help us acquire
a comprehensive understanding of the theories of prose developed by
scholars of classical studies in the Ch’ien—lung and Chia—ch’ing periods.

This paper will begin with a separate exposition of the literary
thoughts of Wang Chung and of Ling T’ing-k’an. The exposition will be
followed by a study of their differences, and finally by an expldration of
the process through which people confused the two scholars’ thoughts one
with the other. The purpose is to collect and organize related material to

make up for the lack of studies in the area.
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