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Yao Chi-heng and Ku Chieh—kang

LIN Ching—chang

Yao Chi-heng (1647-?) was one of the classical scholars of the early
Ch’ing who best exemplified the spirit of “doubting antiquity.” Ku Chieh—
kang (1893-1980) was a great master of critical studies of antiquity, during
the time of the Republic. These two men lived more than 200 years apart
from one another; nevertheless, they are discussed together in order to
show that Ku Chieh—kang’s suspicions of antiquity were influenced by
such people as Cheng Ch’iao, Yao Chi-heng, Ts’ui Shu, and others.

This essay basically aims to discuss the accomplishments of Yao Chi-
heng, under-appreciated from Ch’ing times onwards. Moreover, it
discusses how Ku Chieh—kang collected and organized the works of Yao
Chi-heng; it further explores Ku’s appraisal of Yao’s attributions of
unauthentic texts and his exegeses of the Classic of Poetry. Finally, this
essay discusses Yao Chi-heng’s and Ku Chieh—kang’s influence, by
focusing on the impetus they provided to the appearance of the critical
spirit of the tradition doubters, the stimulus they gave to research into the
Meng Chiang-nii story, and their creation of a new way of research into

the Classic of Poetry.

Key words: Yao Chi-heng Ku Chieh—kang
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