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A Research into the Aesthetic
Changes Reflected in the Rhapsodies
of Han and Wei—Chin Dynasties

Sherman CHU

Ever since Sung Dynasty scholars of classical Chinese literature have
observed the fact that the rhapsodies of Han Dynasty differed from those
of Wei—Chin Dynasties. The difference was conventionally explained as the
result of the increase of parallel sentences, the decrease of rhyming and
alliterative binomes, and so forth, in rhapsodies of Wei—Chin Dynasties.
The explanation, however, not only seems quite superficial, but is
unconvincing after carefully statistical rechecking the above—mentioned
phenomena as revealed in the rhapsodies of Wei—Chin Dynasties.

It is my intention to approach the problem from the topics chosen by
Wei-Chin rhapsodists to see if there were any changes of the aesthetic
views directly or indirectly reflected in their works. I suggest this approach
on the grounds of the common recognition shared by the literati of both
periods that being beautiful was the substantial character of this specific
literary genre and the major criterion to evaluate if any rhapsody was
successful. It was very possible for writers of these two different periods to
have different viewpoints regarding what could be counted as beautiful,

which must have been the guideline in their writings of rhapsodies.
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