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Yao Chi-hen on Tzu-kung Shih-chuan
and Shen Pei Shih-Shuo

Chiang Ch’iu-hua

In the Chia-ching era of the Ming dynasty, Shih—chuan Kung-shih
chuan and Shen P’ei shih-shuo had emerged all of a sudden. Both titles
immediately attracted the close attention of Confucian scholars. Those
who took these discoveries as authentic works not only reprinted and
promoted them but also referred to them in their own writings. Those
who viewed them as forged texts, in contrast, tried as hard as they
could to refute the authenticity and validity of these two books. This
matter had been so stimulating that a number of scholars in the early
Ch’ing period still engaged themselves in verifying these texts. Yao
Chi-heng, among others, studied both books in depth. Apart from
authenticating these two texts, he examined their concrete contents
with much care and with critical comments. This author has chosen to
unravel Yao’s discussion of both T'zu-kung shih-chuan and Shen Plei
shih-shuo. By disclosing Yao’s attitude towards and his approach to
authentication as well as his views of earlier interpretations of Shih,

one may help better understand his scholarship as a whole.
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