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On the Death of Qu Yuan
Huang Ling-geng

Beginning with analysis of the erroneous views of Qu Yuan’s
inherent moral integrity, this paper first points out that his previous
dual elements of uprightness and unjustness in character are his per—
sonal defects as well as the reason of his internal conflicts in character
and final drowning and suicide. Applying theories of anthropology and
folk customs of the Chu People, it then analyses the process of Qu
Yuan following Peng Xian’s philosophy of death and finds this not
only shows his upright and sensible minds but also has primitive and
perceptual reasoning, which is to consider death as return of life or
return to the homeland of his ancestor the King Gao Yang. And then
by explaining the meaning of death involved in the myth of three
rise-ups in the book “Li Shao”, it proves that these are nothing but
three mysterious experiences of death of Qu Yuan. This certifies also
the phoenix in Qu’s poems has the folk significance of leading dead
souls return to its origin. The paper finally gives a new explanation
to the implication of the process of ‘seeking woman’ in “Li Shao”.
‘Seeking woman’ here means following the goddess and ancestor of
the Chu People. Coupled with the excessive sacrificial rites of the
Chu State, the love nature of ‘seeking woman’ for three times is
considered only to reflect the custom and ritual of the Chu People

for the return of life.
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