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38 FEXEFRERT HLH

The Theories of Self Creation and
Mystical Unification in the
Philosophy of Kuo Hsiang

Tai Lian-chang

'Kuo Hsiang did not invented the Concepts of “Self Creation”
(tzu-sheng) and “Mystical Unification” (hsiian-ming), but he imparted
them with new significance, and made them the core concepts from
which a system of ontology, cosmology, and theory of cultivation are
elicited. From this angle, we may have a clearer insight of the thought
of Kuo Hsiang and its significance in the history of the Wei-Chin
Hsiian Hsiieh philosophy.

Studying the implication of the “Self Creation” and “Mystical
Unification” in Kuo Hsiang’s writings, the author finds that Kuo’s
definition of “Self Creation” is based upon his understanding of “Self-
being-so” (tzu-jan). As he drew out of “Self-being-so” the implication
of self-movement, unembellishment, and self-sufficiency, so his “Self
Creation” suggested the meaning of without-a-master, transformation
by itself, and no-reliance. Based upon “Self Creation”, his ontology
and cosmology is able to refute both thoeries of “Preferring Nothing
to Something” (kuei-yu chien-wy) and of “Preferring Something to
Nothing” (kuei-wu chien-yu) in those days. Kuo Hsiang’s theory of

“Self Creation” also implied the theory of cultivation of “Mindlessly
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Mystical Response” (wu-hsin hsiian-ying). The state exemplified by
“Mindlessly Mystical Response” is “Mystical Unification.” At this
point Kuo Hsiang inherited Lao-tzu’s theory of “doing everything by
doing nothing”, and developed the political theory of “ruling by not
ruling”, as well as the life style of “riding on everything ehcountered”
in order to wander freely in the unlimited world.

From Kuo Hsiang’s theories of “Self Creation” and “Mystical
Unification”, it is right to say that he had a real understanding of the
philosophy of Lao-tzu and Chuang-tzu, and that he had a clear res—
ponse to the theories either of “Preferring Nothing” or of “Preferring
Something” by the Hsiian Hsiieh philosophers, It should be acknowledged
that he had wisdom both in inheriting tradition and in managing

problems of his time,

Keywords: Kuo Hsiang Self-being-so (tzu-jan) the way (tao)
Self Creation (tzu-sheng)
Mpystical Unification (hsiian-ming)
The annotation of Chuang-tzu
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