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The Theory of Principle and
Material Force of Lo Ch’in-shun

Chung Tsai-chun

This article is a study of Lo Ch’in-shun’s doctrine of Principle
and Material Force. Its main purpose is to clarify its ambiguity and to
give it a proper place in the history of Chinese philosophy.

In the history of Chinese philosophy Lo has been interpreted in
different and even contradictory ways. He was acknowledged as a
representative of the Chu Hsi school, but he held a monistic view of
Principle and Material Force, which is different from Chu’s dualistic
view. In recent decades scholars of Mainland China even praised him
as a materialist. My article points out that his doctrine is characterized
by eclecticism. On the one hand, he admitted the determinative
nature of Material Force; on the other, he insisted the eternity and un-
iversality of Principle. As a result, he proposed the doctrine of “oneness
of priciple and differentiation of particulars,” which indicates that
these two elements go side by side and are equally important.

The author then compares Lo’s doctrine with those of Ch’eng Hao,
Ch’eng I, and Chu Hsi. Lo’s doctrine is a return from the dualism of
Chu Hsi to the monism of the Ch’eng brothers. As a monist, Lo ac-

cepted Ch’eng Hao’s doctrine that both good and evil are Heavenly
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Principle, while he is similar to Ch’eng I in thinking that Principle is
unmoved, omnipresent law of the world. From these characteristics it

seems proper to call his doctrine eclecticism.

Keywords: Neo-Confucianism Lo CRin-shun Ch’eng Hao
Chleng 1 Chu Hsi
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