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The Scope of the Imperial Power
and the Autonomy of the Intellec-
tuals in the Early Ming: Reflec-
tions on the Mengtzu chieh-wen

Chu Ron-Guey

The autocratic emperor Ming T’ai-tsu ordered his minister Liu
San-wu (1313-1399) to purge those passages in the Mencius that are
not beneficial to his authoritarian rule. The result was a expurgated
version of the classic, which was decreed as the standard for the civil
service examination, This article discusses the contents of the expurgated
text and its implications regarding the dynamic tension between the

emperor and the Confucian intellectuals.

Keywords: Meng Tzu Ming T’ai-tsu
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