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A Reappraisal of Wang Fu-chih’s
Thought on Nationalism

Chu Ron-guey

Wang Fu-chih is often hailed as a “national hero” for his nation-
alist thought. But few scholars have defined what they meant by
“nationalism.” This paper is to discuss Wang Fu-chih’s attitude toward
the non-Chinese peoples and to discuss whether his view can be
regarded as “cultural chauvinist” or even racist. The paper is divided
into the following sections: Wang Fu-chih’s view on races, his view
on the “barbarians,” historiography, view on political sovereignty.

My paper is to argue that Wang Fu-chih in fact espouses a very
open and tolerant view on the non-Chinese peoples. He respects
ethnic and cultural differences among the peoples and is against
enculturation. He also thinks that the non-Chinese can obtain political
legitimacy as long as they bring about peace and prosperity to the
people. The goal of my paper is to reconsider how appropriate it is
to make Wang Fu-chih into a nationalist thinker, My conclusion is
that Wang’s tolerant view on races and cultural diversity in fact

represents the spirit of Confucian humane tradition.

— 548 —



